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and more and morc people are coming 
10 terms with the Soviet Union exla- 
blishing itself in Afghanistan for good. 
Supporters of the kind of political 
solution for Afghanistan advocated hy 
the Soviet Union are gaining.ground. 
This “political solution" would 
amount la recognition of what the So- 
viel leaders term irreversible revolu- 
tionary changes in Afghan society. 
.This may not happen overnight, but 
ıhe Russians have reason to hope it 
may come to gain acceptance in the 
foreseeable future. 
1L Is litle short of.a miracle that the 
resistance still survives despite these 
vicissitudes. Us courage, fortitude and 
strength of belief are admirable. 
But if il is left lo ils own devices ils 
future nonetheless looks hleak, 
۰ Kluus Natorp 
(Frunk (utr Allgemcıne Zeıuing 
` für Dêutschlanel. 22 Decem bcr 13%0) 


As he also called more.and more in- 
sistently for a democratisation of the 
socialist syslem he was nat only put out 
lo graze but ostracised and terrorised. 
Yet he refused.to recant. 

The new Soviet leaders’ decision to 
Je1 him return to Moscow and resume 
his work there is doubtless: due.in part 
lo pressure exerted by the West, 

His story is a spectacular one, So his 
release must not make us readier to 
forget tlıe fate of many other, less well- 
known and perhaps less interesting So- 
viel dissidents. . 

Yet thé Soviet move remains re¬ 
markable and is worth noting because 
it could be symptomatic of endeavours 
to reform the Soviet regime, 

Whether the unrest in Kazakhstan is 
similarly symptomatic is another mat- 
ler. ۰ 5 

Ht may have been fomented by an ol 
Party clique in a bid to avoid being 

Contlnued on page 2 - : 


` Monet tabiat. 


ndrei Sakharov's releast from 
domostic exile is only one of sever- 
al news storles from the Sovivt Union. 
But it i» the one creating the grealcst 
interest in lhe Wesl ~ more 4o than 
criticisms of the late Mr Brezhnev and 
ıhe unrest in Kazakhstan. 
Sakharov did nothing more than cal! 
far internaliona! coexistence in peace 
and frecdom and was subjected to se- 
ven years of exile andl terror a5 A result. 
An outstanding nuclcar physicist 
who was largely responsible for de- 
signing the Sovict hydrogen hombh and 
curned the highest Soviet awards, he 
raised hir vuice in wurning, like many 
telluu-physicists in the West, iguinst 
the weapon Of mass’ murder he had 
helped te develnp. 


PACE RESEARCH Page 9 
` Weeding out the rnere humans 
ı Irom aspiring astronauts 
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50 yaars since Thomas Mann 
got the boot 
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reals, is often the only answer Ulat 
scurs tD Western paliticians when 
fehans and thvir syınpathivers in Eu- 
pe and America appviul to them nur 
et the Sovırt inion ! ay with it. 
Wevern poly user Alghanitat 
as heen orc of helplessness dll along, 
tginnint with u cinup 1n Kabul in 
orl 147K, the significance of which 
as Ht then appreciated. : 

. The West xHould hasv protested 
ight away and hac Rt cleat u he 
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C uct of the recipie 
tries, and who Jo not tini 


Part American policic: 
This is the majority, 
CCOMes ar ùbsolule naj 


Cipient coun- 
Unquestioningly sup- 
8 

û majority which 
del ortty if the SPD iç 


the rlfe other hand, there is û minarity in 
the brokng spectrum of the CDU and 
views cooptfjority of the CSU which 
ly and Jistrustfî?0 with the Easy sceplical- 
Third World courwhich feels that aid to 
primarily to benefit should be granted 
of Germany itself, and*deral Republic 
conservative wing of the Support the 

the USA and believes that thisYjcans in . 
mines Washington's policies. eter 

There are also differences of 
over the policy towards the Ed or, 
Community. ean 

These differences result from the vı 
ty Of interests 10 he voiced, for examL 
farmers and the steel industry. 

There are two aspects which act as a 
clamp in this policy fietd holding the SPD, 
FDP and CDU/CSU together, 

One aspect is the objective slıpported 
by all these parties of trying to enable the 
Community .to develop into a politically 
unified ald independent entity. 

The second aspect is the conviction that 
the Federal Republic should cooperate 
particularly closely with France in all 
fields. 1 

The election campaign speeches on for- 
eign and security policy do not reveal the 
kind of irreconilable differences between 
the CDU/CSU, SPD and FDP as in ihe 
case of economic, fiscal and social policy 
issuês, 

They tend'to be critical remarks on cer- 
tain opinions more than anything else, in 
line with the motto that cxnggeralion illus- 
{rates marlers even more clearly. 

Dietrich Afûöller 
j, 18 Deceniher 1 YKA) 


(Der Tagespleget, Uerli 


troy the belief ihat the parties involved 
are willing er able to assume joint puliti- 

`. Al responsiblity, ° 
Not even the hope af utlratclting fringe 


„ ` Voters can justify this kind of propagan- 


dist extrémisnt. 

‘What is more, disputes of this nilure 
already stake out palitlcal Positions for 
ihe coalition talks scheduled to take 

. place in February. ر‎ 

Even political rivals should not CCS 
each other of being respansihle for future ‘ 
terrorist attûeks, 

Anyone who does $o nıakes a mockery 
of lhe parliamehtary system and offends 
the voters ‘they reğard ‘as susceptible lo 
such prupjaganda. ف‎ 
`” This rapid decline’in rhoral standards 
shows that the tenet that democracy runs 
the risk of being damaged if a govern- 
ment has no really effective political op- 
position is right, 

Shadow-boxing of this kind also Post¬ 
pones the necessary clarification of the: 
real problems and perspectives the vo- 
ters are supposed to decide upon, 

There.is’more than enough to clarify: 
the prospects for arms control, the future 
energy policy following the Chernobyl 
reactor accident, environmental Protce- 
tion following Chernobyl and the pollu-. 
tion of the Rhine by a Basel-based chemi- 
cals ‘company, overcoming unemploy- 
ment; and adjusting the welfare benefits 
system to changing demographic struc- 
res, . ., u, 

, Election campaigns: are not academic 


` seminars on political issues, Another key: 


aspect is the distribution of power, 1 
If key political issues, however, are on- 
ly broached qursorily politics is bound to 
suffer from.thls fact during the next lcgis- 
lative period; 7 
: Robert Leicht 
, {Die Zelt, Fantburg, 19 December 19Ré): 
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WB THE GENERAL ELECTION 


How the parties stand on 
foreign, defence policies 


of opinion within the Bonn government 
coalition and even belween and within the 
CDU and CSU, 

This results in some odd situations sur- 
facing. 

The SPD, FDP and certain members of 
ihe CDU and CSU unreservedly support 
the zero option for mediunı-range mis- 
siles, whereas other members of the CDU 
and CSU have their misgivings about this 
approach. 

A similar situation exists with respect to 
the reduction of strategic systems and 
space armament including SÖI, 

The reasons for this stance aré appar” 
ently not only of a military and sêcurity 
policy nature, but also ideologically noti- 
vated. 9? 

The more conservative the politicians, 
the greater the desire to put even morê 
pressure on the Soviet Union and draw up 
agreements on terms dictated by the West, 

This attitude has’ an impact on several 
foreign policy fields, Cg. on relations to 
Muscuw and Ihe Eastern bloc countries 
including East Germany, on the Third 
World and thus an Bonn's development 
policy and, finally, on relations to the. 
USA. 

This leads to constant dispute within 
the coalition, sometimes vehement and 
sometimes more restrained. . 

On the one hand, there are those who 
seek détente and cooperation via compro- 
mises and hearing in mind mutual inter- 
sls, who Jo nut wish to mike the granting 
of development aitl dependent on the poli- 


The campaign 
loses a lot : 
ofits sting 


woukl have heen able to do so it the first 
place. : 

In renlity, such fundamental discus- 
sions would have aşked too much qf the 
respective wings of tlıe divided partly, 


One of the main reasons why Rau was ` 


chosen as candidate for chancellorship 
was that the vote-wintîng appeal he 
showed in the North Rhine-Westphalia 
Land election lulled the party into believ- 
ing that it could avoid the painstaking 
process of clarifying its fundamental po- 
sitions, at least until after the election. 

lf Rau now fails miserably it is not his 
fault, but the party's. 
' It comes as ao surprise that party 
chairman Willy Brandt is also beginning 
1o employ the tactics of keeping damage 
to a minimum. He is in the line of fire too. 

At the moment there is a lot of in- 
fighling within the government coalition. 

To begin with, the disputes between 


the CSU and the FDP may have had a ` 


certain entertainment value in line with 
the motto: foes one minutes, friends 
again the next, 

In the meantime, however, this form of ` 
internal election campaigning is — as 
Helmut Kohl once pointed out — abso. 
lutely intolerable. 
` The numerous slanging matches be- 
tween CSU chairman Franz Josef Strauss 
and the FDP could keep a whole batch of 
lawyers busy dealing with libel or slander 
suits, 

. Such outbursts, however, tend to des- 


As opposed to the CDU/CSU and FDP 
the Sucial Democrats Jo not believe that 
tlieir icleus of ù nuclear-free corridor in 
Central Europe us the first step towards a 
nuclear-free Europe woul! jeopardise the 
security of the Federal Republic of Ger- 
many, even in the face of Eastern bloc su- 
periurity in the field of conventional wea- 
pons. 

Such iu corridor, the SPD maintains, 1o- 
gether with a zone free of chemical (C) 
weapuns would be conducive to disarma- 
ınenl, 1 

If it wins the election, however, the SPD . 
has stated that it will not make such moves 
unilaterally or against: Bonn's Nato part- 
ners. 

This more or less means thal these 
plans stand little chance of being imple- 
mented. 

The anly unilateral step the Social 
Democrats would take is. to terminate the 
kovernment agrcement with the USA on 
West German participation in the SD] 
pruject. 

The CDU/CSU and FDP for their part 
ire primarily pinning their arnıs control 
hopes on Amcricun-Sovivt negotiations in 
Gencval, 

They agree with the SPD tht medium- 
range nuclear missiles could be “negutint- 
cd away” in Geneva and that agreement 
could be reached there on.a reduction hy 
half of the arsenals of strategic nuclear 
Weipuns und on the limitatinr of space ar- 
MianiCnl, 

Nevertheless, there are clei 


ır differences 


TT campaign for Ihe general election 
this month lost û lot of its sting afir 
the Land chections in Hamburg und Bau- 
vari, where the Social Demperais took 
hmınerings, 
Now, the seems la be a for- 
gone conclusion, and rival cnmpaigncrs 
iC Mt cven Iying to disguise it, 
Discussion hits turned to after the elec 
tion if the expected — a coalition Yiclory 
— happens: who to blame for the SPD 
defeat.and how the ‘spoils of victory will 
he shared out witlıin the cualition, 

The fight no longer seems to be taking 
place between the two political cnmps, 
but within them. : 

The Social Democrats find themselves 
in a state of galloping self-disintegration. 

Their candidate for chancellor, Jo-. 
hannes Rau, and the party itself appear to 
have doubts about cach other. 

The beseeching phrases uttered by 
"Bruther Johannes", as Rau is nick- 
named, are beginning to sound painfully 
embarrassing. “In lave with success” is. 


just onc example. 


In the meantime everyone knows that 
Rau is doing his utmost to keep damage. 


to û minimum. 


He is already fighting for his future po- 


sition in North Rhine-Westphalia and his 
influenco in the party lendership after the, 
election. : 


Those Social Democrats who regard 


the SPD", current problems as confirma- 


ion of their Joubts ahout Johannes Rau 


are oversimplifying matters. : 


Admittedly, the idea of a purely per- 


sunality-oriented campaign without grea- 
ter emphasis of key iskues was too super- 


icial, : د‎ 0 
But, those who now complain that the. 


Social Demucrats fuilad to discuss the is- 
sues clearly enough with the coalition or 
the Greens should not act as if the. SPD 
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‘The Greens" election manifesto calls for‏ 


Wes1 Germany to pull out of Nato, for 
missiles deployed here to he taken away 
und for the armed forces {o be heavily 
pruned. The Social Denıocrats want u 
nuclear-free corridor in Europe; the 
^ CSU and the Free Demacrats are 


aning their hopes on big-power negoti-‏ ا 


ations in Geneva. But there are differ- 
ences within [actions inside parties on def- 
ence and forcigıı policy. In this article for 
Der Tagesspiegel, Dietrich Möller looks 
at the where the parties stand. 


Nî politicians nor voters seriously 
believe that a member of the Greens 
could become foreign minister or defence 
minister in Bonn after the general election. 
The general secretary of the CDU, 
Heiner Geissler; however. talks of a “fate 

ful election" and expresses concern that 

the Greens might in future have a decisive 

say in Bonn's foreign and security policies, 

The foreign and security policies of the 
other major political parties in the Federal 
Republic are not that dissimilar, at least 
not to the extent that one or the other par- 
ly need worry about the fate of the. Repub- 
lic if their respective political rivals win the 
election, 

<The FDP, SPD, ‘CDU and CSU have 
unreservedly declared their support for 
the Nita ulliance as the guarantor of se- 
curity. 

Each of these parties regards the alli- 
ance as the only ‘possible basis for efforls 
to control and reduce arms. 1 

None of them feel that military security 
and political détente are’ mutually incom- 
patible, 

On the contrary. they all feel that these 
Iwo factors complement one another. ‘ - 

Withirt this framework the CDU, CSU, 
SPD iid FDP eluborate Ihe various [arms 
of intensive East-West cooperation, 

The Gircens are the only party which re- 
guts Naf af iT fire lo peace. This is 
why they call for Germuny's withlriwal 
from the alliance. 

In thei nifesto they claiın thi grudu- 
al unilateral Jisarmiunent is the right aj 
prouch, 

The medium-range missiles deployed in 
Ihe Federal Republic, the Greens claim, 
should be “inmetintely arl unreservedly” 
dismantled and Buns Nils [turtners 
should pull iheir Ires out of Gernıutly. 

Bunn's defence hixlaet, says the mani- 
lesto, should be cut hack by 35 per cent s0 
35 to stop the prucurement of-arms, ınili- 
try rexcarch and the extengion of military 
facilities. 

The size of the Bundeswehr-should also’ 
De Urastically reduced. : 

The Greens support a concept of “social 
defence", “which excludes any military op- 
tion", a purely puclfist stance. 

The "established" parties, on the otlier 
hand, are firmly convinced that the Fexler- 
al Republic must be able to dufend itself 
militarily. 

These parties regard it us thcir duty to 
ensure that the Bundeswehr is equipped 
accordingly. 

Differences ext between the SPD, 
FDP and the CDU/CSU with regard to 
the analysis of the threat and the implic- 
Alons of this analysis, 

The CDUFCSU, fur example, feel that 
1here iv more crus fur concern ibout the 
risk of a Military East-Wew conflict in Eu- 
Tope and the pusvibilılics of military black- 
mail by the Soviet Union than the SPD, i 

The Social Dernocrals would like Hi Ste 
ihe defence budget lowered 1a the percen- 
lage share level of the total budget which 
exBted when We SPD/FDP government 
Was In Power. ` fi 

Although the FDP’. position moves 
closer to the SPD on thi issue it continUCS 
lo back its coalition partner in public dis 

Cussians urt the topic. : 


4 January 1987 - No, 1257 


then heing not the slightest pessibility of 
u conflict uf objectives between alliance 
policy umd Deutschlandpoltik, 

Bul the Perle interview contains 
ulher comments Bans wuuldl do vell 1g 
heed most altenlivvly. Wester ura 
he says, has lone ouistrippcel the Ui: 
Sates in pupulttiun andl GNP, n4 

Why. he then isks. acs it spend nnly 
hall is much is America dus oan «lele 
ence and iat {he same tine [eel entitled 
by force of habit 1u regulirly helabour 
the United SUMes wilh a chorus of prn- 
tat? 

"This is nol just the view uf Mr Perle 
as a Pentagon hawk but of the hulk of 
ıhe Waslinglon establishment, rimging 
from Republicans such ius Hlenry Kis 
singer to Democrats such is Zbigniew 

Brzezinski, with presumptive Presiden’ 
tial candidates such as San Nunn and 
Gary Harlin midfield. 

They all call for the withdrawal of US 
forces from Europe — in the spirit of 
Reykjavik, with the emphasis on denue- 
learisation, making conventional com | 
bat strength more valuable than ever. 

When cven level-headed friends of 
Nato such as Dr Kissinger are talking ir 
terms of Euro-cgvism the Europeans 


are going to have to come up with sum أ‎ 


ething more than figures repeulcd in 
prayer-whecel fashion to prove to the 
United States wliat America his never 
believed: thal burdens ure fairly shared 
in the North Atlantic pict. 

Josef Joffe‏ : ر 


(Sikldentschr Zeilung 
Munich, 14 Decembcr 19% 


ج ج ت 


So confidence-building. an casential 
prerequisite for cHective disarmament 
agreements, is cleurly in i had wiy, and 
past Soviet {dijinlormMiun policy 
largely ıo blame. 

Wren Soviet Deputy Foreign Minis إ۱‎ 
ter Hyichov was Asked In spring 1K] 
about mediun-range missiles on 1l 
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Ww WORLD AFFAIRS 


Interview raises issue of Bonn’s special 
relationship with East Berlin 


13h memher ol the European Coim- 
munity. 

The blow strikes evên deeper — at the 
very linchpin of intri-Geruuan relations. 

Since 1982 the Kohl governmen hits 
heen painstakingly keen to ensure thal 
not a shadow of doubt is cast on the 
Federal Republic's firm ties with the 
West. In return it has demanded antl 
been granied a special political conces- 
sion. 

Bonn has been assurcd of extra lee- 
way for special detente, now known as 
"community of responsibility," in Ger- 
many — a special relationship heedless 
of the chills and thaws in relations be- 
tween the superpowers. 1 

So it was far from sound, especially 
for so aslute a strategist, as Richard 
Perle, to advise the West Germans IO 
stop using cash as a carrot in its Jealings 
with ihe East Germuns. 

He really ought to know that German 
and American interests coincide here. 
Ties between Bonn and East Berlin in- 

volve and entangle the GDR, the Soviet 
Union's front-line satellite. 1 

The longer leash Bonn is allowed in 
dealings with East Berlin, the closer its 
ties with the United Sıates will be, there 


„Soviet talk on 
arms faces 


cies who feel insecure after decades of 


ichard Perle is not one of those 
Rfenbers ofl ıhe Washington admin- 
isiralion who vitws ure oflen aired in 
the German Press. 

He is an under-secretary and nat ise 
cretlary of slate. But he is not an unim- 
portant person in the Reagan adminis- 
tration, so what he says does carry 
weight. 1 

He often has strongly worded advice 
for the Germans, especially the Social 
Democrats. His latest interview, with 
the Neue Osnabrticker Zeiting, is no ex 
ception. 

He says the Federal Republic, and the 
rest of Europe, should invest more in 
defence, research and development. 
Where was the cash. to come from? . 


American banks in 1985 — and on the 
best terms East Berlin could hope for at 
the time without political strings. 

But that would merely be part of the 
parry and thrust of debate and not the 
best objection to what Mr Perle has in 
mind as a close associate of Defence Se- 
eretary Weinberger's. 

Without perhaps being aware of the 
fact, in Calling on Bonn to step up its 
defence commitments and scale down 
its Deutşchlandpolitik Mr Perle has 
dealt a blow at the bedrock of intra- 


Fa e O PE i German relations, an unwritten law al- 
E. E Stoftby euNiRg Ian lê most constitutional in character. 
asl Berlin. 


Wesl Gernmary joined Nato onı the 
strict understanding that it retained a le- 
gitimale special relationship with the 


Miany a Christian Democratic clec- 
tion campaigner will have bitten ا‎ 
e 0 needs enemies wil er Gent sile. 1 

On Ostpolilik and Deutschlandpoli- The swing was n by a 
tik the Christian Democrats already Adenauer, Bonn Chancellor a 
face the attacks of an Opposition that to 1963; so was customs 0 1 
accuses {he Bonn government of being a ross tlle Iron Curtain, making Eas 
vassal of the United States and of pursu- many to all intents and purposes 
ing a Westpolitik-that regularly fouls up 
opporlunities in the East. 

It is no help to lave reaffirmed by 
America what Bonn has rightly always 
disputed; the existence of a conflict, in 
objectives between alliance policy and 
Deutschlandpolitik. . 

Unofficial government responses 10 
Mr Perle’s comments showed signs of 


othe Russians seriously mean what 
D they say about making firs moves 
in disarmament? Are we Justified in 
hoping’ for a reduction’ in East-West 
confrontation in the military sector? 
These are critical questions repeatetl- 
1y askecl by peuple in Western democra” 


Kola peniisula he denied tht missiles 
were slalioncd 1lere. 

The Sovikt Union. heen lo enlist 
Seundinavitn support fot a nuclcur free 
zene in wathern Furope, long pie | 
ferred nl 16 admit tıt intermediate ; 
huelear lorces stalioncd on the Kuali 
peninsula included both missiles citjr 
able uf reuching targets in Û 
rope and shorter-range missile: himed 
at targcıs in neighbouring Scandiniaviat 
countries. 

In connection with the illeged wit 
drawal of these missiles ıhe Russiar 
have now admitted, almast as an iıfler 
thought, that missiles the existence i 
which they dlenied for years were in fac 
stationed in the peninsula. ! 

That is why Americans have su mu: 
doubt ahout such Soviet statements a 
agin shows how important cunfilence: 
buildinj is as ù step loward disarntıment. j 

The Russians would be well advised t , 
recall he rules iprecdl in Stockholm ai: 
starl by inviting Western ikl neutral ok. 
servers to inspect their facilities on the Kv; 
la peninsuli. 

(Der I apgesypicgel. Berlin. J? Degcinber 112° 
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i e Û 2 
credibility gap 

In an address to the. vi Sucicty 
in Helsinki Perr Genscher said nuclear 
Iree zones only make sense when hey 
eannol he reached by nucleir wenpoans. 

So it is.understandable that thie Soviet 
initiatives announced and outlined in 
Helsinki and Vienna have failed boıh to 
achieve the hoped-for medin success 
and to generate widespread enthusiism. 

This, applies in equal meusure to lhe 
countries direcıly affecled and to the 
United States, which as the Western su- 
perpower andl leading member of the 
North Atlantic pact feels responsible 
for European security. 

So it was hardly surprising that Un- 
der-Secretary Gaffney of the US Def- 
encê Department told a televised press 
conference in Washinglon he did nut 
feel the Soviet proposal was a break- 
through to effective disarmament 
moves. 

European journalists — from Bonn, 
The Hague, Geneva, Stockholm and Os- 
lo — took part in the press conference. 

Mr Gaffney was doubtless right in 

noting that the Š$5-20 furms parl of a 
mobile system that in an emergeney can 
be.returned al shortest notice lo its ould 
locations. It can also be used from else- 
where to threaien Central Europe. 
.. At the press conference the Atneri- 
cans made .it clear,. incidentally, that 
they still reject, test hans and want to 
continue lo be able to test the reliability 
of their nuclear weapons so as not to he 
taken-by surprise by new Soviet wea- 
pons.. - : 

They also have serious doubts wheth- 
er the Russians are telling: lhe whole 
truth when they ¢laim to have.climinat- 
ed the threat to Central Europe posed 
by missiles based on the Kola peninsula. 


The Russians put forward in Helsinki 


irritation, There was talk of intervention 
and of absurd statements. Besidès, the 
Federal government did not grant East 
Germany loans. 

Rejuinders of this kind lack the clout 
of others that weren't made, Tage the 
one Germah state does not lend money 
to the other, The banks do the lending. 

Bui there isthe swing, or interest-free 
overdraft in inira-Qerman trade, a kind 
of permanent free credit facilily with a 
current ceiling of DM85Om. 

. Private loans negotiated by the banks 
are underwritten by Ihe Federal govern- 
ment, which amounts to an indirect sub- 
sidy. . 

A more pointed rejoinder to Mr 
Perle’s. advice would surely have been a 
reference to the S600m loan to East 
Germany arranged by a consortium of 


Soviet disinformation. . 

This insecurity is probably why So- 
viet announcéments that ii was planning 
to withdraw missiles from northern Eu- 
rope,. especially. the. Kola peninsula; 
which is arıned to the leeth, didn't win 
the applause i had hoped for. : 

Western diplomats and military ex- 
perts reservedly termed "an interesting 
basis for discussion" what Ambassador 
Kashlev, head of the Soviét delegation 
at the Vienna CSCE review conference, 
and Soviet military expert General Ta- 
tarnikov said in the Austrian capital and 
what Mr Ligachov of the Soviet politbu- 

reau had to say in Helsinki. 


and Vienna a graduated plan for a nuc- 
lear-free zone in northern Europe, Such 
plans have been hampered for one by the 
enormous concentration of medium- 
range missiles on the Kola peninsula. 

The first stagê Was said to have been a 
generous first move by Moscow, already 
quietly and confidentially. undertaken 
(as so often in the military sector). 

- Launching pads for S5-4, SS-5 and 
SS-20 missiles are said to have been dis- 
mantled. Many medium-range missiles 
arê also said to ‘have bcen withdrawn 
from the Leningrad and Baltic regions. - 

.'The Russians naturally now expect 
the West to make counter-concessions. 
The second stage in a four-stage plan 
provides for the‘ withdrawal of Soviet 
nucktear submarines from the Baltic if 
the Baltic states and Norway agrée to a 
nuclear-free zane in-northern Europe. 

Tempting though. this proposal may 
sound and desirable though it may be to 
make headway loward disarmament and 
detente, Bonn Foreign Minister Hans- 

Dietrich Qenscher’s 3 November 1983 
comment is still valid, 


Contlhued from page1 
stripped of power. Will, for that matter, 
reactionaries in Moscow use it lo dis- 
credit Mr Gorbachov's risky innov- 
ations? i ٤ a 

In Kazakhstan anti-Russian nalorial 
šênitiment,' which has always opposed 
Russlan rule, will have played a leading 
role. 

The third news item, the Pravda arti- 
cle on Mir Brezhnev’s 80th birthday, in- 
dicates that Mr Gorbachov is resolved 
to go ahead with his policy come what 
may. N 

The article amounts to a reckoning 
with the old, hard and fast system. İt 
could encourage freethinkers,. just: as 
the release of Sakharov and the pardon 
of his wife may encouragethem.., . . ` 

But the new Soviet leadership is. evi 
dently prepared to run risks. 

(Kölner Stadt-Anzeiger, Cologne, 
20 December 1986) 
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Belng ‘an outsider 


sometimes 
helps... US envoy Richard Burt. 


(Phils: Sven Sinan) 


trast, the typical American home is built 
on the “balloon frame” model consisiinğ 
of wooden timbers with walls thal are 
basically hollow. Interestingly, the bal- 
loan frame was initially conceived for 
use by the American frontiersmen in 

their travels to the Great West since il 

was lightweight, relatively casy to as- 

semble ancl, most importantly, cminent- 
ly portable. 

OF eourse, there are also costs ass0- 
ciuted with America's mobility. A deve- 
loped sense af tradition and local com- 
nuunity, which I have often Jetceted in 
tie Federal Republic often eludes us 
and probably contributes to what David 
Riesman in his well-known houk, The 
Lonely Crowd, descrihes as u lack of 
identity and belonging in parts of marl- 
ern urban America, 

By virtue of Movi s0 often, Ameri- 
cans have had to learn lo make contacis 
quickly. Cierman visitors to Ihe United 
Slates are often overwhelmed by the 
hospitality of Americans unl their wil- 
lingness to open their homes and hearts, 

Germans typically enjoy und remaın- 
ber these experiences which, they often 
lull mne, stand in contrast t0 the more re- 
served German approaclı. Germans, un 
ihe other hand, make frlends for life, 
Anterieans make friends more easily but 
drift more easily Apart. Many Germans 

have told me they fecl this reflects a cer- 
tain superficiality in American lite. 
Clearly, the more ordered ancl less 
mobile German socicty promotes a feel- 
ing af community and a sense of belong- 
ing. When the welfare state is added.to 
the equation, a much more developed 
desire that the outcome ultimately be 
fair" results. America, socially, ecun- 
omically and politically, can be a rough 
and tumble place, AlÎ ihe participants 
will not achieve the same result, But our 
society certainly BCnerates opportunit- 
ies fur them to try, In shört, where Ger- 
mar society stresses {he nced of fnir- 
ness, American society emphasises op- 
portunity, i: r 

The reéoğnitiéon that we aré nat the 
same iš not only important in under- 
standing why we from time lo time re- 
spond’ differently to the same ‘develop- 
ments. Equally important, it is also the 
best reason we have for strengthening 
our relationship, : 

Our common strategic interests make 
German-American cooperatiûn neces- 
sary. Our common political values make 
cooperation possible.’ But it is our dif- 
fering strengths and weaknesses that 
make cooperation so potentially re- 
warding: By virtue of our differences, 
we both bring attributes to our relation 
ship from which the other can learn and 
profi. .. . 

‘For example, Germany's social mar- 
ket economy is «offering new orient- 

Continued on paye 7 


A tale of two nations — alliance strength 
lies in differences, not similarities 


men. My own experience is far from un- 
ique. I began my career in ıhe academic 
world and subsequently took up jour- 
nalism. [ then moved into the hureauc- 
ralic realm of government and from 
there into the more political life of the 
ambassador. 

Social Flexibility encourages innova- 
tion and offers opportunities, but these 
are opportunities to fail as well as to 
succeed. Failure in the American Sys- 
lem can be fraught with greal risks, es- 
pevially since our social welfare net is 
not as comprehe nsive as the German. 

At the same time, however, the Am- 
erican system can forgive failure. Ger- 
mans may find it hard to comprehend 
that businessmen in the United States 
can fail in one business venture and still 
he able to obtain financing for a second. 
Because the American system has the 
flexibility to accommodate failure and 
lo reward successful risk-taking, risk- 
taking has become endemic 1o our sû- 
cicly. 

By comparison, Gerniany seems to 
me to be more risk-averse, Indeed ıhere 
was, Î am told, soıne difficulty in finding 
in acceptable translation of the term 
“venture capital", “Risikokapital" was 
considered and rejected, People were 
put off by the “risk" and its implications, 

The nıore structured German society 
brings with it its own benefits. The ve- 
lerin German Hegmie (civil servant) or 
Pulitician nominated to a senior govern- 
ment pusl will bring to his job a collee- 
tive knowledge, a professionalism, a his- 
loricul perspective, und a set of well= 
bewn skills that equip him to take the 
long view of changing developments, 

There is thus greater continuity in 
German cconomic decision-making and 
foreign policy than in the United States, 

In the United States, officials move in 
ind Ott of government relatively quick- 
ly and thus new ideas are morc easily in- 
Iraduced into the system, But in Ihe rap- 
id tempo of American government deci- 
sion-making, there Is often a tendency 

towards the quick fix, 

This is even true in the business com- 
munmity where American firms seem 
more driven by short-term profit, with 
quarterly earnings playing a key role in 
shareholder satisfaction, compared to 
German businèss which seeks long-term 
Success, security ‘and, arguably, an “ac- 
ceptable” as opposed’ to a maximum 
margin of profitability, . 

Another important contrast is in our 
respective geographic mobility. Nearly 
20 per cent of the American population 
moves house each year — a statistic my 
German friends have trouble believing. 
The Germans, by and large, are more 
unrmoyvable, ۲ . 

. Americans move for any number of 
reasons but most move because of em- 
ployment. In this respect, especially, 
there is a marked difference. between 
Americans and almost all Europeans. 
For example, I recently met a' southern 
Gerınan indusitrialisı who needed to 
hire 500 skilled mechanical engineers, 
He told me that his company had ap- 
proached several unemployed engineers 
in the north who preferred to stay out of 
wurk than to move south, 

The difference in .mobility between 
our two soticties' even shows itself in 
house construction. Houses in Germany 
are built to last: Stone and block are 
preferred building materials. By. con- 


in the things that one can Jo with grapes 
ind hops. 

The Federal Repuhlic is also distinet 
ind perhips unique in Europe in its lack 
of a single capital, While most countries 
have unly the capilal city, West Ger- 
many has several. lis media capital is 
Hamhurg, the financiers sit in Frank- 
furt, the industrialists in Duesseldort, 
Munich is the fashion capital, and both 
Munich and Stuttgart claim high-tech. 
There is a national capital in Berlin and 
a political capital in Bonn. Each of these 
“capitals” itself is unique and thus co- 
lours its contribution to the texture of 
German society, 

There are common, truly German 
characteristics that, in an overall sense, 
distinguish Germany from the United 
States. For example, Gerıman suciety is 
mure homogeneous in both ethnic and 
economic terms. Due to the achieyve- 
ments of the German economy since 
World War Il, which lıas produced one 
af ihe highesı standards of living in the 
world, andl the social stability that has 
cemergecl from these achievements, the 
dveruge German, even of the “working 
class", strikes me as more middle-class 
in oullouk and attitude than his French, 
British or American counterpitrts, 

His employment and working condi- 
tions assure him of unparalleled job se- 
curily. A reliable social welfare net 
BUaranlecs him a basic level uf health 
cire und social sceuritly. Ile [eels snfe orı 
his sireets and in his home. The result, 
despite all the talk about German IgSI, 
is û society that is basically settled and 
prusperous, 

By contrast, the United Stites conti 
nurs lo be i restless lund of emigranls 
whe live cluded assimilıtion. But the 
tailuce to form a truly homogeneous so- 

civtly may be one of America's biggest 
SUcCesSes. The mis of ethnic BrOups las 
resulted in a richness in language, cui- 
sine, fine arts, and approaches to prob- 
lem-solving that is unique in the world. 
This uniqueness, hawever, brings with it 
A Social tension and occasional strife, 
Our always chunging, driven country 


manifests itself, ut least in part, in-social 
and economic fluidity anl geographical 
mobility. 

One hears about the American dream 
and about rags-to-riches successes, 
Such transformations still occur today 
and can be attributes to a social flexibil- 
ity that is less-evident in this country, [It 
seems te me that individuals in the Fed- 
eral Republic by and large enter a 
career carly and stay with il throughout 
their lifetime, Attorneys lend to remain 
allotneys. Politicians often begin their 
carters in political youth groups in uni-. 
versily and work their way up. Academ- 
ics Lend to remain in the universities ar 
Ihe institutes, Some top bankers and bu- 
sinessmen hegan with their firms as edr- 
ly as age 16. 

In America, on the olher hand, a 
greater blurring of career lines occurs. 
Lawyers hecome businessmen and ma- 
nagers. Businessmen and politicians be- 
cume heads of universities, Professors 
found companies. Movie actors become 
successful politicians and even states- 


This article was writlen for 
the American ambassador 
Richard Burt. 


Die Zelı by 
in Bonn, 


he great analyst of the newly-inde- 
pendent United States, Alexis de 

Tocqueville, once noted that an outsid- 

er's perspective is valuable lo an insider 

because i1 is unimpeded by the histuri- 
cal. social and cultural prejudices that 
cloud the insider's view, 

As a journalist, I found de Tocque- 
ville often right: A newcomer to û for- 
eign country can sometimes notice 
things that other people have long ago 
learned to take for granted. 

Although i have only been in the Fed- 
eral Republic of Germany for a little 
mote than a year, I offer my obhserv- 
ations about life in this country with the 
hope that they might stimulate thinking 
both about developments here and in 
the German-American relitiunship. 

During the past year, 1 have comê lo 
the conclusion that, in the Postwar peri- 
ad. a myth developed about our relu- 
tionship — it is thal our societies are in 
most respects similar, lt is true thal Cer- 
many and the United States are taday 
both Western, industrialised, consumer 
societies with similar democratic insti- 
Iutions and values, 

Amerira has lef an uudeniablc im- 
print on this country, much of il dating 
fron Ihe reconstruction of ihe LOSS, 
The many similgriti :mming from 
ıhîs peFlod are sû grem tht, wheu | 
wander down city streets in Germany, I 
somctinmvs cateh myself thinking that | 
um in the United States (except, of 
Course, ON Mast Sattrrelily tfiernuons, 
When all the shops are closed). 

Because we perceive ourselves as be- 
ing so much alike, our peuples and even 
UF govcrHNeEnts become cunfused inl 
concerned when we react differently to 
Political and economic developments. 

Not understanding the hasis for these 
differences, we then loo eusily succumb 
to the temptation to talk about “crises 
in our relationship. This reaction is, of 
Course, wrong. Our countries do differ 
in important and interesting ways. 
These differences, in turn, highlight 
Sontrasting strengths and weaknesses 
that I believe offer rewarding new op- 
portunities for German-American 
cocperalion, 

There is une uverarching similarity 
Between our countries: we are both im- 
mensely diverse. In America, given our 
elhnie mix and continental size, divers- 
iiy has becume almost a cliche, It is 
however surprising to an outsider Hike 
Me that i country us ucographically 
compact andl vthnically homogeneous as 
the Federal Republic can possess a text- 
ure and divervily hit rivals thal of the 
United Slales.; , 

During these past months, I have gut 
lo know northern Germans stecped in 
Protestant and Hanseatic traditions. I 
havo also discovered lh Poulttical heri- 
lige uf predominantly Catholic Bavaria. 
I have cunparcd Ihe hecitvy industry uf 
ihe Ruhr with the hıgh-tech companies 
in Swabia. In iny new Rhineland home 
uf Bonn. Catholic und napolconic influ-’ 
EUS irc reddily evident. And through- 
UT iB in-between, 1 hive noted the 
dilerences und ditinctiars in lhe dia- 
kets, ın the dilferent arvhitcciurt. anl 


Friedrich Ruth. 5%, gradunted Î" 
English studies, but not before bel 1 
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A disarmament 
expert gets 
diplomatic post 


Sranffiurter Allgemeine 


ge MLE 


work ul Bonn's arms control . 
disarmament policy for the past 20 
years, serving sucevssive Foreign Min. 
ters and , Federal govcınmonts since 
1966. 1 

Working puncliliously and edici 
tedly, he has long becıt û [irm Fixture in 
Bou and in ù wile rung UF cuuault 
s wilh the allics iuul with indivicluul 
jw Pact stales, including Hist Gier- 


| Ruh has laid the ğround- 


1 


uiuiny. 1 
“The long years as disa iment colt” 
missioner ta the Uederal guvermment 
have now been rewatdcel. is il W 
lis uppeinlmnem as Gcrmin tınbissitt 
to Maly. He remains it memhet of tw 
UN advisory council on disarmament. 
A qulet and cheerful uptimist will 
constantly cordial disposition, he hul 
expcclcd lo be ahle lo leave Bonn ف‎ 
ing sure thal a US-Suvict medium-ringe 
missile agreement would bring a diffi 1 
cult chapter in disarmament to a favour” | 
able conclusion from the Federal Re | 
public's viewpoint, ! 
Much has now been called into ques’ 
tion, and securily puljcy has once again 
been roped in as a domestic political iv 
sue. So Herr Ruth would urgently lika to 
make all possible progress be seen to he 
asible. 5 
He has tried tu do so in his wekl. 
briefings to the Bundestug arms conirul 
and disarmumcem sul-cummillet. Hi 
exchunge Of views with MPs has giver j 
him a clearer insight into pulitical 
trends and addcel a polılicil impect 
his official respunsibilities. 1 
At the Foreign Office the disarma’ 
ment comınissşioner has the rank uf 3 
heal uf departmenl. As û Chr: 
Democrat he enjoys the cunfulence «f ! 
both Chancellor Kohl anıl Foreign Mir 
ister Gençcher. 
So he has been able lw go abut he 
job much as he saw fit. llerr Gensche 
has only intervened during the SDI ne 
gotiations when, for û while, he wante 
10o handle matters himself. 


appointed an auxiliary leacher at tt 
Continued on page 15 


Always the optimist... 
Ruth. 


of issues the Chancellor preferred not to, 


Als; no-one in the CDU/CSU has 
to go to Defence, a portfolio 


Whether Herr Wörner will have an ea- 
sy time at the Defence Ministry if he 
holds on to the job is another matter. Cri- 
tics say he has merely papered over a 
number of problems, skilfully but with- 
out coming up with a permanent solution 


Manpower is one such problem. Is he 
on safe ground there? He will have to en- 
list women in one way or anuther, and 


The new Bundeswêhr reserve concept 
has yet to be finalised. New weapons 
have been safely budgeted for at present, 
but no-one can guarantee sufficient funds 


Herr Wörner knows from bitter experi- 
ence — the Kiessling affair — how far and 


: His comeback will do him little long- 
term good unless he finally succeeds in 
showing he has manpower, arms and fi- 
naicial planning firmly under control. He 


` {Stuttgarter Nachrichten, 11 December 1486) 


ister comes 


Ind since the Kiessling afl ir in carly 
Tots surely an affair only a Minister init 
Cabinet headed by Helmut Kull could 

ssibly have survived. 
eowly ‘but surely Herr Wêrner has 
consolidated his hard-hit reputation, His 
performance has, after all, been credit- 
able in many ways. : 
E early e of the outgoing Bun- 
destag, nearly four years ago, he carned 
the Chancellor's respect by unswervingly 
supporting Nato missile deployment and, 
in particular, by convincingly doing so in 
. 
e later extended conscription to 18 
months and, overriding stiff resistance 
from within the armed forces, retired 
fficers early. 
2 iê drawn 3 plans to maintain the 
peacetime strength of the Bundeswehr, 
495,000 men, in the 1990s despite the 
decline in the numberof recruits. 

A further feather in his eap is hil e 

spite Finance Minister Stultenberg's 
spending cuts the Defence Ministry esti- 
mates have increased as a percentage of 

expenditure. 
Dlenêê Ministry's research and 
development spending has also been in- 
creased and the Eh el 
t brought to its conclusion. 
Ffferr Wormer has earned the esteem of 
men in-uniform by strengthening aware 
ness of the traditional values of military 
ta thé Chancellor's eyes his reputation 
is sure not to have suffered from his en- 
dorsement of arms cooperation with 
France. Fellow-Nato Defence Ministers 
im in high esteem toa. 

0 are E the Chancellor can- 
nat fail to havê appreciated. In the parly- 
political context Herr Wûrner has streng- 
ıhened his lane by pursuing a CDU se- 
curity policy to reulress ihe hakınev uf 
Herr Genscher's FDP forcign pulicy, ts il 
were. ت‎ 5 
The Defence Minister has regnincd his 
status as ۾‎ linclıpin of Chancellor Kohl's 
Cabinet, shrewdly steering a wide berth 


raise, such as the admission of women to 
the armed forces and the conventional 
defence of Europe from Soviet missile 
systems. 


wanted 
fraught with risk, 


to them. 


even that may noi be enough. 


in the 1990s. . 


fast ıhe fall from grace can be in politics. 


has yét to pass the acid test. 
e . Heinz-Peter Finke 


:a min 


d been just about written off. The 
E 0 in Wêmer's life as a minister 
was in 1984 when the counterintelligence 
unit, MAD, charged thal a senior army of- 
ficer, General Günther Kiessling, regularly 
frequented a homosexual night club in Co- 
logne. 
The general was. suspended and he 
mıinister threw his support behind MAD's 
allegations, The charges turned out to be 
false and General Kiessling was reinstated. 
It seemed that Herr Wûrner's future 
was İn the balance. But now he has 
bounced back. He might not remain at 
Defence, but he made up so much ground 
in 1986 that a place for him in the new 
government is likely to be found. 
His comeback was never clearer than al 
the end of October when he. went with 
Chancellor Kohl and Foreign Minister 
Genscher on the Chancellor's official visit 
to the United States, This was significant, 
because a Defence Minister doesn't usual- 
ly go on these trips. 
The Chancellor is unlikely to have tak- 
en with him just before the general elec- 
tion, to pûy his respects to his country’s 
major ally, a man he planned to drop in his 
next Cabinel reshuffle. . 
Herr Wörner has steadily 


ا 


regained 


Manfred 
{Photo: Werek) 


wı PEOPLE IN POLITICS 


»ncellor Kohl's 
o one knows whabk like if 1he coal- 
N new Cabinet vêlectior ıhis month. 
ition wins the Brg scem safe, One of 
2 Minister, 
$averal yably the Defence 
E iswirmer, This marks a enormous 
Maf ; fortunes for a man who at one 
ch: 


yt O. 


pack om the edge of the abyss 


Fiylng high 
Wörner. 
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bus models but that private enterprise 
ought to shoulder more of lhe hurclen of 
current pruductian, 

He would like to see MBB hoost their 
capital outlay and other partners to chip in 
too. 

There has been talk of BMW huying in- 
to MBB, while Daimler-Benz might com- 
mit themselves more heavily vin their aer- 
aspace subsidiary Dornier. 

All that can be said for sure al this stage 
is that whatever happens financial support 
from the Federal government will conti- 
nue to be indispensable. 

Economic Affairs Ministry officials ref 
ef to Deutsche Airbus estimates that li- 
quidily should present no problems next 
year. 

So there is time to rearrange project fin- 
ances in timê for 1988, Yet the 1987 bud- 
get already includes DM200m in subsidies 
toward the cost of developing new Airbus 
versions. : . 

The Americans have pilloried Europe 
in recent months, accusing the Europeans 
of underhand subsidies. Herr Strauss and 
Herr Bangemann say in contrast that ev- 
erything is strictly in keeping with Gat 
provisions. 

Herr Strauss is not alone in saying no- 
one stands to benefit from u monopoly in 
this sector of the aircraft market. In the 
jumbo category, where Bocing are in a 
class of their own, prices have heen steeply 
incrensuul. 

Besides, Europe needs an aircraft: in- 
dustry uf is own because uf spin-off in 
other sectors, So aerospace subsiclies are a 
far ery from farm subsidies, it is argucd. 

The HWWA economic rescarech insti- 
tute, Hamburg, says in a report there is no 
way of telling whether this spin-off might 
Tot have arisen regirdless of the uviation 
industry. 

And ifthe industry tails to aclıieve satis- 
factory results (despite subsidies, then the 
subsidies are surely dubious. 

Thut, however, is not the point. Subsid- 
ies as such are not now ul issue, meruly the 
amount they are to lalal.. 

Haus. Mahnke 
{Div Welt, Bonn, 11 Pecemher'l Kh) 


Allnjic coukl lead Amerien 1o react 
with a move toward greater uniluteral- 
ism in its policy, The result would be an 
action-rcaction scquence of intensifieel 
German provincialism and American 
unilateralism which would drive us 
apart, denying Us the opportunity to 
take advpntage of and benefit from the 
differences between Gur societies, 

The means of preventing this, it 
scems to me, is for both our societies to 
search for ways to expand not just con- 
sultations, but shated responsibilities — 
cach according to our differences. This 
i§ what, over the last year, I have called 
the “mature partnership", A mature 
partnership between our countries of- 
fers the most effective means for pre- 
venting this divergence of perception. 


‘about Germany and at the same time of-' 


fers the best vehicle for identifying and’ 
reaping the benefits from the differ- 


By sharing internatiorjal responsibi-' 


, lities, wê will achieve 'a greater balance 


of influence across the Atlantic. The 


; Federal Republic has a key role to play 
; İn the creation of a more urtiled Western. 


Europe capabie ‘of truly acting as the 
second pillar of the Arlantic Alliance. 
And thiat second pillar could support 
a structbre’ across the ‘Atlantic within 
which we told adopt and share the dif- 
ferent strêngths in or respective socie- 
ties. The inescapable fact öf our rela- 


' tionship’is NOt {hat we are twins; it is 
: thal we 'have:a' great deal to offer one 
¦ another. ' ۴ 


Richard Burt 
. (Pie Zeit, Hamburg, 5 December 1%86 ر‎ 


. EnCes between our countries. . 


BW AVIATION 


Airbus deal boosts hopes 


new model 


Bavarian Premier Franz Josef Strauss, 
Deutsche Airbus supervisory board chair- 
man, said last summer that the European 
aircraft industry, including its German di- 
vision, had performed outstandingly well 
in the thick of international competition. 

“This,” he concluded, “must be an in- 
centive for Europe to successfully, conti- 
nue .as herelofore and decide in favour of 
additions to the Airbus family should the 
market so require,” 

There are plans for a twin-jel mediumr- 
haul 310-seater A 330 and a fourrjet long- 
range 250-seater A 340. . 

Lufthansa, the German airline, is mainly 
interested in' the long-haul version. The 
new versions are scheduled for delivery 
from spring 1992 and autumn [|991 re- 
spectively. And that will cost a packet. 

The only money-spinners at present are 
the A 300 and.A 310, and they aren't 
bringing in as much as was hoped, 

First, the price war is a no-holds-barred 
struggle in which Airbus Industrie is fight- 
ing i1 out with two remaining US compeli- 
tors. 2 

Wherever Bocing are in competition 
with the Airbus they canı offer airlines 
most lucrative {erms and financial ar- 
rangements. 

Second, aircraft are bought and sold in 
dollars, and in spring 1985 the dollar was 
worth roughly 7U per cent more in 
deutschemarks than it is today. ., ; 

“An u vonkequcnce of this stnte of nf- 
fairs, which has deteriorated consider- 
ably,” the Economic Affairs Ministry says, 
“additional demands are bound fo be 
madlc on the Federal budget." 

Evonomiec Affnirs Minister Martin 
Bangemann-has frequently state of lale 
that the Federal govermment is preparel 
to proyide grants to help fovelop new Air 


self, to comprehend. When the United 
States and the rest of the world look at 
ihe Federal Republic they see the 
world's largest exporter, with the 
world's third largest defence budget, 
and the world's fourth largest ecconûmy, 
They sce one of the world's mošt stable, 
prosperous, democratic, enlightened 
and, yes, powerful countries. 1 

In other words, an outsider ‘such as 
myself sees in the Federal Republic a 
country of great influence, a country 
that is widely respected abroad, and a 
gountry,, with substantial capabilities 
dnd ‘growing responsibilities. Thus, the 
real risk to future German-American 
relations lies less in the differences I 
have described, above than in a diverg- 
ence, of perception Qf. the Federal: Re- < 
public's potential and its appropiate 
role in the world. 

Germany will, in my judgement, in- 


and more assertive;aş the .lerriblg tra : 


be matched by a full appreciation of its 


: range of interests, possibilities and re- 


sponsibilities' fof sustaining a pêaéteful, ; 
just and prosperous world order. ' : 
Although | think it unlikely, thete is'ihe : 


„ possibility that a more cqnfident Germany : 
, could also become a morq inward-looking 
: Federal Republic, content to play no more ; 


han ã regional role, seekiig té insulate it~ 


ence those events positively, '  ; 
Such provinciglism iq thiş side of jhe .! 


'evitably become more self confident 
' ma of the 1930s and, 1940s.grows more 


. distant. Tho danger is that the renewal 
' of confidence and assertiveness may not 


` self from world events rattjer than to'influ- 


of cash for 


Bölkow-Blohm (MBB) cach hold 37.4, 
British Aerospace 20 and Casa, of Spain, 
4.2 per cent. 

“Deutsche Airbus GmbH,” the Econ- 
omic Affairs Ministry explains, “was set up 
by German industry lo make possible the 
financing of the expensive pre-production 
research and development programme.” , 

This explanation was forthcoming after 
publication of the Deutsche Airbus paper 
on Rescheduling Airbus Series Produc- 
tion. : ٤ 

Deutsche Airbus, a 100-per-cent MBB 
subsidiary, raises bank loans to cover 
these costs. The loans are guaranteed by 
the Federal government. They now 
amount, it.is said, to DM2,7bn — the cost 
of ensuring current Output. 

Yet the Federal government has already 
bankrolled development by means of con- 
ditionally.repayable loans amounting to 90 
per cent of the cost,of a new model and 85 
per cent of that of an Improved version of 
tin existing onc, 

‘The government has also underwritten 
low-interest louns to help sell the Airbus in 
the face of low-interest terms offered by 
Boting and McDonnell Douglas. 

The Bonn budget has so far paid oul 
DM4, 1bı in cash in this way, 

Airbus Industrie can currently supply 
two basic models: the (win-jet medium- 
range 250-seater . A 300, launched . in 
1974, and the 20(-seater A 310 launched 
in 1983. 

The twin-jet short- and medlium-lhaul 
200-seler A 320 is not duc lo mike it 


rrr apgreTcurtrerr—-mmocr™TnEnr UNIT The end of Fl‏ ا 
forces on the Airbus, iuitiully u Friineu- O o FEbeuary‏ 


188, 

H is not due to be clelivered to cuslon- 
ers until 1 0RR, yet it is already a1 hestseller. 
Firm orders and options plitced, over 2010, 
ure exceptionally high. 


could not be sustainel. The turmuil uf 
Ihe late bCOS andl the curly 70s triggered, 
in part, by the Vietnam War, dividlcal 
America, but hadi perhaps an cven grea- 
ter Impact on the Federal Ropublic. 

We in the United Statés lost a war. 
Many Germans, particularly young 
ones, lost an ideal. For .many young 
Germans the United States, which had 
bcen a model during the 1950s, became 
a counter-model during the 1970s. 

In the 1980s, we are entering a new 
phase of our relationship,one in which 
Germanş.have neither an allembracing . 
nçr „an all-rejecting view of America, 
hut rather more realistic expectations. Î 
find that Germans are looking not only 
al the United States with an open mind 
but alsa’ at their Own çountry,, This: in- 


tween thè two countries. 

As a result, a new awareness of na- 
tional identity here seems to be emerg- 
ing. Forty years after World War Il this 
development seems to me ‘@ natural 
phenomenon, (ne that can actuklly help 
strengthen the German-American rela- 
tionship. 1 0 

lt is imporlant, however, that this 
emerging identity not be shaped by a 
too limited or modest conception.of the 
Federal Republic's role in the world. 

Over the past year, many Germans 
have told me that Germany is a small, 
divided country stuck belween two su- 


‘perpowers and that, even if it tried, it 


could nol exercise significant influence. 
This German perception of itself is diffi- 
cult for most Americans, including my- 


‘The 150-sceat Airbus A 320 will begin go- 
ing İnto service in 1988. The .lapanese 
mirline, Air Nippon, has placed firm or- 
ders worth about a million marks for 10 
nnd oplions for another 10. The total of 
sales plus options now amounts to 389. 
Break-even target is 600, which means 
that it is at least within range. Airbus has 
never made a profit and keeps its head 
above water through state financing, Alr- 
bus Industrie is owncd by West German, 
French, British and Spanish interests. 
The subsidies have drawıt criticism from 
its arch-rival, Boeing, the loser in the 
case of the Nippon order: the aircraft be- 
ing replaced by the A 320 are Boeing 
737s. The counter accusation is thal 
Boeing civilian operatlons benefit indi- 
rectly from big orders on its military pro- 
duction. The promising outlook for A 
320 sales might help the firm’s case 
when it sceks launching cash for two new 
Airbus models, the A 330 and the A 340, 
respectively medium-range and long- 
range aircraft, from the governments. 


Diri several sensational sales con- 
tracts signed recently “the financial si- 
tuation of the Airbus programme as a 
whale."to quote Deutsche Airbus GmbH, 
“has deterioratecl considerably since early 
1985." 

Or, to quote the Bonn Economic Af- 
fairs Ministry: “The financial risk has al- 
ways been rated particularly high." Yet "all 
Federal governments" arc said to have 
backed the progranıme. 

The German aircraft industry restarted 
from scratch in 1955 when a post-war han 
was lifled, It enjoyed Initial support in the 
form of Defence Ministry contracts, : 

During the 19605 they were gradually 
joined by civil aviuion projects, but wih 
few cxceptions Ihey were not it financial 
SUCCESS. 


Germi project, later joint hy Spain und 
Britain, 

Airbus Industrie is a French company 
in which Adrospitiale and Messerschmitt 


Continued from page 5 َ 


uations lo the American ceonomy. Gien- 
eril Motors, with ils new Saturn project 
of uuto development, is alreudy experi- 
menting with tı fornt OF worker-maniage- 
ment cu-lelermination. German entre= 
preneurs, in Lurn, have begun tu benefit 
from American venture capital ap- 
prouch to risk-financing,. : 
German businessmen, meanwhile, al- 
so seem to be adopting an American 
style of cooperation between business 
and ‘academia made famous by Silicon 
Valley in California and the Route 128 
high-technology complex outside Bos- 
ton. One good example I have seen here 
are the small biotechnology firms that 
have sprung up in Hcidelherg with sup- 


porı from the'‘city and Heidelberg Uni. ! 
1 8 ` cludes recognising the differences be- 


versily. 

For the first 20 years of our post-war 
hisıory, there was a lendency in Ger- 
many lo underestimate or ignore OUF 
differences. Ihe shialering experience 
of the Nazi years coupled with enligh- 
{ened U.S. policy and the gencrosily of 
individual Americans in the immediale 
post-war years led many Gvrmins, Cs- 
fe ally young ones, to vicw lhe United 

tates as a model. 

This was true acro ia broad spec- 
trum of German vaciety ind extended 
even to intelectual, However, this em- 
brace uf America may have been ioo 
uncritical and the German view of near’ 
ly every facet of Ameritan life tov idca- 
led. 

This idealised view of America genef- 
uted cxpecutians that, in the end, 
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There is, without doubt, a greater risk 
of industries such as textiles, steel, aulo- 
mobiles, footwear and agriculture gaining 
a hearing with thvir vociferous demands 
far impart restrictious, 

The terms of Agreement reached hy 
America and Japın ure au indication uf 
what could then lic ahcad for us, The Un- 
Hed Stes and Jupun have practically 
shared out between them the internatian- 
al market for semiconductors. 

‘That is a serious breach of the multina- 
tional spirfil of Gal and has rigltly trig- 
gered a harsh rejoinder by the European 
Conmunily. 

This example alone shows how badly 
needed the Uruguay round is ds a means 
of imposing Gantt discipline on new forms 
of protectionism, including such selt-res- 
traint agreements. 

That, in my view, is why the decision 
reached in Punta del Este last Seplcmber 
to open the eighth Gatt round is the most 
important and encouraging international 
economic policy decision reached in re- 
cent years. 

The new Gatt round has set itself an 
ambitious schedule, with two issues 
probably commanding special attention. 

First, services are to be included in a 
Catt round for thw first time evér. The 
survice sector is particularly hidebound 
by regulutions nearly everywhere. 


„ lf the Gantt round succeeded in reduc ا‎ 


ing Lrude restrictions in this sector sub 
stantial growth potential might be trig’ 
gered. . 

Second, agriculture is 1o be given | 
prominence — and seems sure lo be n 
particularly tricky issue. ا‎ 

In agriculture we have definitely 
renched the eleventh hour. Most major 
trade claşhes of lale huve arisen in con 
nection with agricullural policy. 

A purticularly annoying point is thal | 
the industrialised countries ate exporting 


their agriçlural problems tO He Third; , 


World by competing with the developing 
countries in world mirkels by selling 
subsidised produce ~ while it (he same 
time barring apriclllural imports, 

The new Galt rounel piescits il oj i 
porlunity fot controlled divi mimtent i 
ihe agriculture proleclionisn scctur. li 
mustn't be missed, bth for the develop 
ing countries’ sake an lor out own. 

The ictuationitl ronay cit HOVE 
strike a perfect bilınce and if isl lr 
thal one county cat only ike iı profil 
at another's cxpensc,. BU nome Cû 
hope lo derive lusting henetit from jumf: j 
ing on a haindwiaggon powered hy others 
efforts. 

So everyone is acting huth in his ow Q, 
inlerest and in that of the internimMions أ‎ 
ecunomy by putting his own house iN OF ا‎ 
der. 

It is high ime the biniled Slates re 
duced its budget deficil and upped 
bluming ils trading partners for home ` 
gréwn problems, 

The Europeins must bubu growth, anf | 


lat includes curbing oncr-repitnentall 
in labour, capital ind gous markcls amd 
introducing û system uf lasaliun mure f 4 
vourable (û growth and thereby iproviPê 
the outlovk for entrepreneurial risk. : 

The risk free enterprise is prepared Û ; 
run is, afler ill, he bow wave of succes. + 

‘Fhe Japanese must gril inputs read” ا‎ 
ier access lo their hone market and 
velop domestic growth patential. 

The highiy indebted developing eu ji 
trics must lay {he groundwork fur healthy 
growth and 4n economiv climate fav ° 
able to investment: 1 

- These are all points un which (herc i5! 
wide-ranging international consenw™ 
What has so far been lacking is thu detef ! 
mination to pul them ints privtict. : 

Otto Gira Lambsduif 
IRhctnsyhtt Mcrige hit 
und Wel Bonn. IK Dogs mht 1 1 
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Wl TRADE 


Imbalances still the main 
cause of controversy 


further jawboning or manipulition of the 
exchange rate of the dollar, 

The rout cause of America's problenı 
is Ihe burgeoning budget deficit, which 
totalled $22 Ibn in the last fiscal yeilr. 

Traditionally low US savings rales are 
hopelessly overtiixed ind cannot possibly 
finance both this budget deficit and es- 
sential investment. 

So the United States depends on an in- 
flow of funds from other countries. + 

In recent years foreign capital has been 
attracted by high interest rates and a high 
dollar exchange rate, with the result that 
the United States became the world's lar- 
gest net importer of capital in a mere four 
years. 1 . . 

The other side ofthe coin is, inevi- 
tably, a correspondingly high current ac- 
count deficit. That cannot possibly be 
avoided. 

So America cannot redress its foreign 
trade balance in the long term without 
substantial cus in the US budget deficit. 

. Given.continued high trade deficits the 
United States has increased pressurc on 
the Japanese and German governments 
to give domestic demand an extra boost. 

The Americans expect this fillip to ini- 
prove their chances of exporting ‘US 

goods to Japan; Germany and: other 
countries where growth is stimulated by 
the Japanese and' German booster micil¬ 
sures demanded, . . و‎ 

` Japan hès appeased ıthe' United States 
to some extent by means'of a DM47bn 
programme lo boost domestic demand, a 
U.S-per-cent hank rate reduction and the 
exchange rate agreement memioned 
above. 

` In my view these measures dre vre 
eyewash. The international ceanomy 
would have derived greater bencfit from 
further moves. by Jokyo lo open Japa- 
nese markets lo fOrcign competition. 

‘ The Gorman' government has for good 
reasons resisted such demantls for sheort- 
lived economic stimuli. ‘I'he Federal Re- 
public is unsuitable 4s a locoınotive lor 
the international econoniy. 

We avertaxed.our resources in trying 
to lake un this role in 1978, yet we could 
still undertake a number of measures that 
would help the United States and serve 
our own interests O0. : 

The question is .not “whether” bul 
"how" to set about it. What we don'l need 
is a short-lived economic stampede. 
Stamina and sustained growth'are the or- 
der of the day.’ :. sis ’ 

We particularly need to make good 
shortfalls in deregulation and’ privatisa- 
tion and to drain the swamp of subsidies. 

. We also need a perceptible casing of 
the tax burden on both business and priv- 
ate households, It must amount to about 
DM45bn and be at least half-financed by 
scrapping subsidies. 

A temporary increase in the net pu- 
blic-sector borrowing requirement is jus- 
tifiable .aş' a'flanking measure; it does, af- 
ter all, “purchase” growth potential. 

ı The most serious threat to the interna- 
tional. economy at present is the inclina- 
tion to. seek refuge in protectionlam as a 
means of avoidiig or delaying painful 
processes of domestic adjustment. 

We have the.US government to thank 
for preventing protectionist ‘steam ir 


Congtess from coming to a head, But 


now the Democrats are in control of both 
Houses the President wilt find i even 
more difficult to: keep ‘Congressional 
temperatures Below the boil, 


That woull be extremely shortsighted 
and greatly to the detriment of medium” 
term growth prospects. 

Heavily indebted oil-exporting deve- 
loping cauntries such as Mexico, with 
foreign debts totalling roughly $100bn, 
Venezuela (Ş35bn) and Nigeria (S21 bn) 
are definitely not on the sunny side of the 
street in international economic affairs. 

For them lhe oil price decline has 
created further finance problems and 
made extra loans over and above resche- 
duling requirements necessary. 

Yet that is no reason for abandoning 
the successful international debt strategy 
pursued in recent years. . : 

To call for a partial or total debt mora- 
torium or for interest payments to be li- 
mited to a percentage of export earnings 
is to advocate a slap in the face for poten- 
tial creditors, especially commercial 
banks, and is, in the final analysis, detri- 
mental to the: interests of countries in 
EO EC E aS a OT a 

Imbalances in world trade impose a 
more serious . burden on international 
economic'relations than all other issues. . 

. ın the wake of exchange rate changes 
and some bridging of the growth gap real 
flows of trade:have begun to be rectified. 

But this trend has yet to.be registered 
in foreign trade statistics, in which the 
countervailing .price effect of’ dollar de- 
valuation predominates. 4 

` This factor is Yikely tû decline ir im- 
portance, yet even in the medium ‘term 
higher US deficits and Japanese sur 
pluses are expected by .the International 
Monetary Fund, 2 

By L991; according to IMF estimates, 
the balance of foreign irade will have 
been restored only in the Federal Ropub- 
lie ..' 

lt is gratifying to note thatthe United 
States, under pressure from catastrophic 
foreign (rade statistics, has shown greater 


readiness to cooperate in.monelary poli- 
cy. as agreed at the. September 1985 
gathering in tı Plaza:Hotel, New York. 

‘Inasmuch as this gathering served to 
bring the dollar back into line‘with econ- 
omic .realities by breaking the back of 
speculation economic policy cooperation 
of this kind can be saîd to be of.use,' . -. 

But. in ihe meantine Ahe. debate’ has 
taken a wrong turn. Target.zones for ex- 
change rates. is. the latesti catchphrase, 
with the agreement between America and: 
Japan on the yen-dol!lar exchaige rate ar- 
guably a pilot project. و‎ 

In reality this is merely old wine in new 
battles. Proposals of this kind basically 
amount to no more than a desire to revert 
to more.or less fixed exclange rates. 

‘. Advocates. of .this idea have clearly 
forgollen ihow badly the ‘international 
economy farecl with fixed exchange rates 
inthe early 1970s, 2 

Fixed exchange rates mean abandon- 
ing monetary .autonomy. and dispensing 
wilh a major means of fighting inflation. 

:' A system of fixed exçhange rates can- 
not work unless: there. is close interna- 
tional ‘coordination of economic policy 
and largely .uniform- results, We are still 
wellshortof both. ۰. . 0 ,-.« 

‘Let no-one. harbour illusions that the. 
US current. account can be balanced. by: 


There is wide-ranging consensus on 
what needs to be done, writes Free 
Democrat Count Otto Lambsdorff, for- 
merly Bonn Economie Affairs Minister. 
Agriculture protectionism needs lo he 
reduced; so does the American hudyet 
deficit; Europe must boost growth; and 
the Japanese must let in more imports. 
Bul the determination to act has so far 
been lacking. This article first appeared 
in Rheinischer Merkur/Chris! und Welt. 


he framework conditions governing 
world trade have changed a lut 
since the autumn uf 1| 985. 

First, the oil price has halved. Sec- 
ond, ihe US dollar has declined from an 
unrealistically high rale. 

Third, the opening session of the 
eighth Gatti round, the Uruguay round, 
has give an important signal for free 
trade, 

Yet despite this, the overoll climate of 
international economic and trade policy 
remains chilly. 1 

The main causes continue to be im- 
balances in imporl-export trade, in 
alher words mainly the gigantic US çur- 
rent account deficit, this year toialling 
roughly S140bn, and the fecorcl sur- 
pluses of Japan, §82bn, and the Fédéral 
Republic of Germany, Ş30bn.. 0 

‘The Hydra of Third World debts also 
regularly rears one or other of its ugly 
heads, This year's victims were mainly 
developing countries hard hit by the 
decline in qil prices, such .as, Mexico, 
Venezuela and Nigeria. , 3 

Last but not least, heavy, exchange 
rate fluctuations :in recent years bave 
Iriggered a monetary policy debate, that 
includes several alarming aspects. 

‘The halving of oil prices las eased by 
roughly $6O0bn the. oil import, burden on 
industrialised countries. That is a big 
growth stimulus for the OECD. coun” 
tries, partly offset of courşe by import 
curs forced on Opec countries by lower 
çil revenues. 

Economy policy faces the challenge 
of, using lower oil ‘prices to promote 
growth. But it would a mistake to im- 
aginci we can merely jump on the bulfd- 
waggon of lower oil prices-and give the 
economy an extra flip. : 0 

So any ldea of redirecting lower oil 
prices to the Treasury in the forth 'of 
higher oil duties to finance ‘employment 
schemes must be sctaside, ‘+ 4 

‘Ideas'of' this kind are based on the 

view, frequenlly disproved yet ‘appar 
ently ineradicable, that the state can 
handle dash more efficiently than priv- 
at€ entèerprise or domestic households. 
' And lef no-one be misled by the one’ 
off decline in import prices, brought 
abot by qil and exchange fate fluctu- 
ations, Into believing prices are gs stable 
as they seem to be. e 

"In particular, let them pay no heed to 


; Jhe Bundesbank has rightly allowed 
money .supply, targets to be overshot 
and .shrewdly reşisted.any further de- 
mands for lower interest rates so a$, not 
to give rise to expectations of inflation. 
. Lview with some trepidation the risk 
of, parlies,to the’ forthcoming annual 
wage talks, round overestimating the lee- 
way for wage increases by failing to rea- 
lise that next year, unlike. 1986, there 
will be no:terms of trade-gains to share 
OU ge 5 
: Lower-oil.prices would prove a Trojan 
Horse if the governments of industria- 
lised cûuntries were to.shirk their duty to 


stimulate growth and make do :with the’ 


impetus generated. by oil prices. 
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i» planned 1o play u major role in this 
developmunl. 

This prospect has an effect on medi- 
cul tests, which applicants only undergo 
uncte they have passed psycholagical 
1ESIS. 

Stricter yardsticks will apply iı some 
respects than In the selection pruce= 
dures for D-l| mission astronauts. Suc- 
cessful applicanls must not, for in- 
stance, tend 10 have kidney or gall 
stones. 

[n a state of zero gravity less is drunk, 
sending less fluid through the kidneys 
and making stones likelier. 

Routine checks includc electroence- 
phalograms, clectrocardiograms, X-rays 
and blood tests. Stable circulation is im- 
portant, stability in every conceivable 
respec, 

No-one can say for sure û female as- 
tronaut will be selected, bu1 one. prub- 
ably will, 

Research Minister Heinz Riesenhu- 
ber has not issued specific inslrucliuns 
but is known tn favour the idea of a 
wuman among the final four on opticat 
grounds alone. 

Past experience andl pilots' tests in ci 
Wil aviation show, however, thal women 
have grenlter difficulty wiih psychalogi- 
cal tests, Their sense uf spatiul oriena- 
tion is poorer than men’s, Tur instance. 

Trinis are lo be completed by spring. 
A commission will then arrive it tl deci- 
sion on the hasîs of datit compiled. 

1U will consist Research Miuistry offi- 
cials, other experts and scivmMisls re- 
sponsible for experiments the astiu- 
nauts are due to carry out un board Spi 
celab. 

Herr Riesenhuher plans to present 
the chosen four to the publie by micl- 
1987. They will then undergn basic and 

Continued on page 11 


Meteorological stations 
a1 over the world 


Ww SPACE RESEARCH 


Aspiring astronauts run the gauntlet 
to weed out the mere humans 


chemistry, medicine or engineering 
graduates, preferably with a PHD, sever- 
al years' research and perfect English. 

Seventy-five teachers and 94 non- 
graduates may have failed to be short- 
listed on other grounds, such as being 
over 35 and shorter Ihan 1,53m (Sf) or 
taller than 1.90m (6ft 3in). 

The health bill and nerves of the re- 
mainder will be tested in Cologne until 
next spring, tests being based on Luf- 
thansa trials for trainee pilots, 

Successful applicants must be able tq 
handle a heavy workload despite pres- 
sure of lime. Tests included simulated 
radio contact between Spacelab and the 
control centre, 

Ingenious tests arc designed to weed 
ou candidates who are put off by the 
cramped quarters in the test lab and on 
board the space shutıle. 

Social compatibiliiy is also tested ti 
make sure that candidates will get along 
with each other in armpit-ln-nrmpit 
contact for days an endl. 

They will finally fuce an entire battery 
of lests to delermine Whether they are a 
match for potentially dangerous situ- 
ations, 

In testing psychological aptitude ıhe 
DFVLR is bearing in mind that it will 
onc day have to man space: stations for 
longer periods. The Americnns expêct 
this possibility to arise from 1994. 

They pinu OU-dny stints in outer 
spice, The European Columbus project 


KisletNadiichten 


and selection none the easier for Ihe 
DFVLR and the Bonn Research Minis- 
try, which is in overall charge of the mis- 
sion. 

The choice must be a difficult one in 
any case, hul how much more so when 
nearly 2,000 applicants have to be re- 
duced to a mere four! 

Early dropouts will have included a 
card-playing trio who answered the ad- 
vertisement placed by a firm of Cologne 
headhunters, 

They specially asked for the other 
members of (he crew preferably not to 
be either women or non-smokers. Jn 
particular, could they please be profi- 
cient at Skat, the German card game? 

Another group of eight applicants 
claiming to be gilted il thiuyry und brilli- 
anl in practice tentatively enquired 
whether drinking was allowed in space 
and if {here was an alcohol Hnit, 

They too will soon have been crossed 
off the list,. So, one imagines, will the 
water diviner who said his divining rod 
had reacted so strongly to the newspa- 
per advert that he felt he simply must 
apply for the job! 

The first sereening will only a 
bern survived by physics, biology or 


aaa 


Germany is a much more 
interesting country 
than you may think. 


H would-he astronauts who have 

heen put thruugh their paces in the 
nutoriuus revolving chair at lhe German 
Aerouspace Research Establishments 
Cologne aviation medicine institute 
have been as sick as dogs. ۴ 

The aim of this modern instrument of 
torture is to probe space sickness sus- 
ceptibility. Anyone who aspires to join 
the exclusive ranks of the astronaut 
squad for Germany's D-2 Spacelah mis- 
sion has to undergo this and other tests 
in the DFVLR “torture chamber,” 

Since the end of October 421 male 
and female applicants have ındergone 
exhaustive one-week medical tests at 
the Cologne’ research establishment's 
medical centre. 

They are the ones shortlisted from 
the 1,787 initial applicanis. They are 
one step nearer (heir dream of joining 
Germany's second Spacelab crew. : 

Applications were submitted by 
1,438 men and 349 women — 80.5 and 
14.5 per cent respectively. 

They range in age from a 16-ycar-old 
Hamburg schoolgirl whose ambition has 
always been to become an astronaut io 
an 81-year-old ex-lest pilot of pre-war 
vintage. 

The Challenger catastrophe does not 
seem at all to. have discouraged Ger- 
mans from reaching för the stars. There 
were only about 700 applicants in 1977 
to crew the D-1 Spacelab missiun. 

This exird imMerest makes screening 


This book lists all the 296 reglonal car 
number plates, describes what can be 
seen in the various cities and districts, 
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Security of automatic cash 
machines questioned 


the Key-buttrd comptter freaks have buen 
ille 1o get hold of cheque cards and seeret 
uumbers, (A person guilty of this in Cu- 
loan has already been sentenced.) ‘The 
Teal wis child's platy. 

The same hing happened in the Rhine- 
Main are except thu here there was no 
need to steal or swindle Lo get hold of {he 
account holder's cheque card. 

lu these cises people volunturily 
hmded over thvir cards 10 crooks {for 
remuneration) who with “eleclronic 
meddling" gol it cash in other accounts, 

Banks and credit institutionş Bivê assur- 
ances that there is no risk in the systen, 
The risk is that an unauthorised person 
gets hold of the cheque card and the secret 
personal number at the same time, 
through theft or carelessuess. 

Nevertheless the harks imd savings in in : 
stitutions Jo nol deny that in certain in- 
stances the system his heen tampered 
with. 

One (rick hus since been thwarted by ' 
filing out cashpairnls with equipment, 
prevents thicves getting at cash with 
edl cheque curds. But tis equipment his gf 
not heen fitted to ifl caslpuints. ا‎ 

The risk of clectronically back-dating | 
cheque earls reins, however. Normally 
a nunber combinmion on the mnpneliscd 
strip on the chequr cird prevents (he use .: 
of the carl lo get cash from an account ا‎ 


more thin unev d dily. 

But wing clectronics it is possible to 
“hackle” a cud that lis been used : 
once, se hit ın one day the card cun be ’ 
ined to gul ùt money fromm a number of 
ciıshpoints. 

I bas been nfl iw vt 


Es fi (E u 
4.000 cashpoints in Ihe Jet ril ial 3 


(bout SOU ofr Wise ure opciilleel hy n ¢ 
ings banks) are nut online with one mt : 
other, This situution will pievail until the 
middle of next yeur when this luophult i. 
wilî be closed. 
‘The bunks and savings nstiltions vil i ° 
that û vicıim of decert al his kind would |' 
he fully indemnilivl. 

Banks nnd savings utitulions hive in" 
surance giving caver up to DAIL. 

AgV nuintains that this un ance ıs full 1 
of holes, It advises ecount huldery whe :: 
do Bot have insurance fue change Uir 


D oubts are growing itbout tbe safely of 
automatic money clispensing systenls 
run by banks, 

The banks, while not denying that there 
have heen cases of (raul, say that {he sys- 
tems are safe, But cunsumers Orgitnis= 
ations disagrve. 

The consumers’ umbrella orgnnisution, 
AğV, says inereasing rates of fraud involv 
ing the cash machines and the magnctiseul 
cards they use reveals holes in the security 
system. 1 

AgV spokesman Udo Dimper, himself 
holder of an Euro-cheque card with a 
magnetic strip (in Germany, the cheque 
card doubles as a cash card) says that 
cashpoint technology is not perfect nd 
using it is “not entirely free of risk." 

A spokesman for the banks operating 
automatic dispensers (Gcldautûématen in 
German) strongly denies this. He says the 
risk is small “as it always has been." 

Banks say it is impossible to find out a 
person's secret personal cashpoint number 
through electronic or mathematical tricks. 

To get access to cash a person must: 
first, know the four-digit secret nuntber 
given to the card holder; and, second, pel 
the cheque card (that is, the cash card). 

The credit institutions claim that there 
is no case on record of the system hcing 
tricked in this way. 

Then how have accounts been looted? 
There have beerı i instances in Cologne and 
Frankfurt. 

By meddling with RR" units andl 


: X1 


ع 


A newly-develaped slide-in moulule, 
that Schindler will sherlly be unveiling, 
custs abun DM50U,The inclusion of 
persungl or desk-top compers imukes 
it possible to include an informatiun 
and conference service which until now 
was not generally available, 

The postal computer provides ù sub- 
xeriber with a “"postbox" that the customer 
must adetivante limself lhrouglt. Btx clients 
get detailed information automatically by’ 
just dialling a telephone number. 

A subscriber can distribute circular 
letters to other subscribers in the postal 
computer service, . 

Discussions are possible in which all 
participants can make contributions. The 
discussion is not simultaneous so that par- 
ticipants have time to consider the points 
athers have made. it is also impossible t0 
interrupt a “speaker" or to fluster him. 

In order to gather experience about the 
new possibilities offered by Bix the Tech- 
nical University has had installed an inter- 
nal Bix system that includes all services. 

The EDP 300-page information pro- 
gramme highlights the Various aspects of 
this project; equipping (he Technical Uni- 
versily, study and advise information, 
technology transfer and the job market, 

The system can be used nationwide. 
Study information brochures and pu- 
blications from the technical transfer 
department of the University tan be or- 
dered from all over the country. 

Facilities for ordering books internal- 
ly from the University's library are in 
preparation, There are two public Btx 
units İn the University compourid: From 
these students can request information, 
usually available only on payment of a 
fee, ffom the public Bix network cost 
free, The students 
Can selup: a.cen' 
ence through’ the 

student informa- 
tion service they 
operate, give notice 
of things for ‘sale 
and things wanted, 
pass on infarma- 
tion, look for tem- 
porary jobs and 
muçh else, besides. 
The’ idea „ behind 
the project is an a, , 
tempt {0 get stu- 
dents used (o using 
computers and give 


W NEW TECHNOLOGIES 


Nobody bowled 
over in rush 
for viewdata 


hen Ihe Bundespost began its 

vicwdata service (Bildschirmtext 
or Btx) in 1983 il was expected that 
there would be a million subscribers 
within a few ycars. 

There hasn't, Professor Hans-Jochen 
Schneider of Berlin's Technical Uni- 
versity says there are only 55,000 cus- 
tomers. New customers are coming in at 
the rate of 1,500 to 2,000 per month. 

Private people had not been rushing 
to subscribe as expected and, although 
there is now growing interest in com- 
merce and industry, appliçations have 
bccn lower than anticipated. 

Professor Schneider quotes the case 
of a nıajor mail-order lıouse in Fürth 
thar has had Bix from the very beginn- 
ing, but taday less than a half of one per 
ce of turnover is done through it. 

The main centre of interest in the sys- 
tem has shifted, According lo Professor 
Schneider Btx is not an advertising me- 
dium but a conımunications system, s si- 
milar to telex but cheaper. 

Electrical engineering companies 
take orders from their dealers via Bix, 
banks use it so that their customers can 
handle their credits easier, 

Usually a videoscreen form is filled 
out on the videoscreen and then passed 
to the company or bank by Btx., 

There are advantages for all subscrib- 
ers. Business hours art unimportant: 
Deliveries are noticcably speeded up. lt 
usually takes n weck to make a bank 
transfer, but using Btx the (ransaction is 
done instantly so that interest is not lost 
and the.latest position of a bank account 
is immediately to hand. 

Banks save money by employing few- 
er staff ta handle customers’ accounts. 

Professor Sigram Schindler, also’ of 
the Berlin Technical University, said 
that technically there had been consid- 
erable changes in Btx. 

Al one time firms hal to pay oui 
DM800,000 to one million marks for 


them an insight into 
what computers i. 
cai do. This is the  . 
only experimeni of : 


and lists some of the attractions on ` 
offer. 


cheque cards with i tnignvtieul strip for 
one without it. Ht woul then he inpassible 
to get cush from in hcciuni. 


‘This can he Jone easier ind cheaper PF | 


hard and software and wait ip io 15 
months until they could be linked in af 
Btx subscribers. It is now possible to get 


into this videotext service fOr as little as its kind in the ^ ا‎ 
DM50,000. world. clanging the cule in the mitgntıc strip 
Subseribers can now also link up any ` Walter Baler by the bank where he icciunt is e 
number of their own çomputers,, made ` (Fraqkfyrter Josef Rat 0 ۳ 4 
suitable to the yiewdata system, thrqugh Rundschau, (Kilnes Suull-Anzeıjet 284 pages 


a slide-ir modle. 


supplied the data arranged in see-a1-a- 6 tables i in these new reference 

works. They include.delails of air and water lemperalure, precipitation, 
humidity, sunshine, physical slress of climate, wind conditions and frequency 
of thunderstorms. 


These f figures compiled over the.years are invaluable hoth For planning journeys. 
to distant countries and for scientific research, ٤ 


Culnyne, Ih December 19%6 420 illustrations 


Plastic-clad hardcover 
Dust jacket 
,DM 29.80 . 


November ,1986(‏ و2 


Discover Germany through its 296 regğlonal number platêës. Glve your- 
self the pleasure of gatting to know its towns and its country. Ger- 
many has many beautiful sights. 


Basic fects and figures for dvery’ country in the world form a preface to the 
tables. The emphasis is on the country's natural statistics, on climate, 
Population, irade and transport, 


The guides are handy i ir size and Mexibly bound, , indispensable for daily use in 
commerce, industry and the tiavel irade. 


manufacturer's or 6 8 
addréss, . 


A telephone number l8 listed for 
each supplier. 


1,400 pagés A4, indexed inı 
English and French. 


.Price: DM98.44 post free in 
Germany, DM107 cif abroad. 


Alr mall extra. 


.Who manüfaclures what? : 


Find suppliers and products, 
send for qiotations; compare 
pfices, track down spacial 
Sources of supply, cut cosis by: 
buying al: lower prices.’ 


ThIS is. a reference work every .. 
buying deperlment should 1 ave 
at the ready... 1 


" Easy to Uše, ‘just llke an 
' 'aheyclopaédia: 3 : 


Products; including. 9,000. trade 
marks,.are arranged : 
BNE. compete with 


Order direct from us or from 
your regular bookseller 


DAV-Verlagshalıs 
Postfach 11 03 20 
D-6100 Darmstadl 
Federal Republic of Germany 


This practical book, especially suitable as a publicity gift for business 
friends, ie available from: 


Four volumes are available: 


North and South America. 172 pp. DM 22.80: 
Asla/ Ausiralla, 240 pp., DM 24.80: 
Africa, |30 pp.. DM 19.80: 
Europe/ USSR, 240 pp.. DM 24.80 


` 
Look it up in Brockhaus 
F. A. Brockhaus, Postfach 1709; D-6200 Wiesbaden 1 


PRAESENTVERLAG HEINZ PETER 
KlelststraGe 15 


D-4830 Gilitersloh 
Tel. 05241 /3188, Telex 933831 


Would you also be interested in other practical or distinguished gift volumes? ` 
Please write and we will be only too happy to send you Information. 


Tel.: {0 61 51) 3 91-0 
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Thomas Mann’s doctorate 


tled “Briefe deutscher Klassiker — 
Wege zum Wissert.™ ٤ 

With 1his letter Thomas Mann bruke 
his silence about German affairs, û sil- 
ence {hat had lasted since 1973, Con- 
siderable international aention was 
then given to German emigration ~ ar- 
tistis and scientists who went into exile 
rather 1han remain in Hitler's Germany. 

At the same time Bonn and its un- 
versity gnined a worldwidc, shameful 
notoriety. 

Mann regarded relieving him of his 
honorary doctorate as û “good OPpPOI- 
tunity” to draw altention to the fact thal 
he had recenlly been stripped of lis 
German citizenship. It also gave a 
chance to emphasise his status as an em- 
igrant. . 

in his reply 1o0 Dean Obenauer he 
wrote thal he was “born to be rather a 
representative than a martyr.” He said 
that he would rather bring sublime plea- 
sure into the world than fight to feed 
hate. 

His comment on this “absurd and la 
mentable act" öf his “national excom- 
murication" hus often ‘been quoted. ‘ 

‘He said ıhat it was pitlable to thirik 
about the people whv considereul they 
had the power to take his Oerman tul 
ture and way of life away front hlm. He’ 
regarded this as risible, ud said that it 
was incredible that it should he re- 
garded that he had insulted Germany 
when he had spoken out agninst "them." 

“They have the urbelicvable audacity. 
10o confuse Germany with themselves." 
He believed that the moment wis per- 
haps not ‘far distant when the German 
puuple would not have (henselves con= 
fused with them, meuninê the nazis. 

The anger which he expresseul bout 
hiş lass of citizenship andl the Bonn Uui- 
versity Uecision, was vhviously Brenter 
than that'expressed lnconieally in his cli 
ary. 

Thomas Mann came oul agninsi those 
who wera poliicully responsible, who 
shared in the responsibility, for wha, wis 
happening in Germany and wha tried tu 
twist his remarks, remarks i1hial cane 
from .the xame way of thinking thilt liter 
made him, perhaps tndler compulsicit; 
into a republican democrat and an anti- 
fascişt. 

Decndes lator Bonn University, that 

gave Mann hack his honorary doctorate 
1 1946, is once more .re-kindling the 
Thomas Mann case, The dispılle reflects 
back on university’a immediate past. 
£ . 4 Andreas Schatzke 

0 . `.  (Süddeutmclle Aciluog, 
EAE . Munich, 13 Decembur 19%6) 


Continued from page 10 


passed on tu him hy Gottfried Ber- 
mûnn-Fischer of S. Fischer Verlag 
Vienna office, was jusl two sentences 
long, 

Dean Karl Justus Obennuer wrote on 
19 December: “With the agreement of 
the rector of the University of Bonn 1 
have to infarnt you that the philosophy 
faculty has found it necessary to strike 
your name from the list of honorary 
doctors as a result of your loss of citiz- 
enship." He was barred from using the 
tille. 

From 1934 there had been an addi- 
tional clause included in the rules gov- 
erning honarary dactorates, added at 
the behest of the government, that made 
it possible to withdraw the doctorate *if 
the holder of the title showed himself 
unworthy of a German academic hu- 
nour.” 

This vague formulalion was used in 
December 1936 against people who had 
been deprived of citizenship. 

Sources available give no Indication 
of who was:behind the ‘Thomas Miann 
case that was dealt with so speedily, It is 
not certain how far Dean Obenauer of 
the philosophy faculty was invalved and 
if he acteul on his own initiative, He was 
a Germanist and a member of ıhe SS. 

The university was run along authori 
tarian lines and it is.uncerlain how much 
influence Karl Schmidt, rector of the 
university, wiclded in the Mann case. 

There is only limited information 
available about the contact the univers- 
ity had with the governnıent in Berlin on 
this matter. 

What is certain is hut Dean Ohcnau- 
cer deall with il wibout consulting the 
philosophy Caculty. The university hind 
for same time becn coordinated so that 
the faculty no longer had any say in de- 
‘cisions, 

Perhaps a number uf faculty members 
had knowledge ,0f ihe prpceedings, but 
no-one wos; prepared to tnke te risk i0 
speak out Against whal Was huppenirg. 
No voicp was raised against the action 
xcept for one doer. 

‘Thomis Mann" reply. to [hê letter 
Irom Bonn was become known tlic 
world over, In 1937 ihe Zürich publish 
er Oprecht mid i public together wit 
the dean's leiicr in a brochure „hat was 
entitled Briefwechşel. In ã Very. ‘short 
space of time 20,000 caples had beén 
published, 1 

The brochiüre was distributed all vêr 
the world, ih the Gétman original and i in 
translation. ' 

In Germany iişelf copies "ahd under- 
cover editions’ ‘werê ¢ reulated,' onê b= 


Nasa's James C. Fletcher in û satellitc- 


„relayed TV press conference, 


Before D-2 is launched the Americans 
plan to put two very important communi 
cation satellites into orbit,. plus — in 
about November 1988 — the partly Ger 
man?designed. Hubble space telescope, 
from which revolutionary findings in 
physics and astronomy are expected. 

„So Nasa expects D-2 to be launched 
in the second quarter of 1991, and cven 
ıhen it is doubtful whether all four Gçr= 
man astronauts, wil! be on board. 

.Nasa still insists on one more Ameri- 
can being on board Ilhan astronauts .of 
other nationalities. So German astfu- 
nauts face a long waii. 

` A 14-year-old secondary schoolboy 
who applied lo become an astronaut 
may in this context have been less wide 
of the E than he realised. : : 

Ere : ı Dieter Puta 


Continued from page 9 


background trainihig for. heir ‘duties i n 
ouler space. ر‎ 

Work will be simulated ahd Germany's 
shortlisted astronauts will be on standby 
from October 1990 after further mission 
trainiig by Nasa, the US National Aefoi- 
autics and Space Agericy. 

No-one knows just when D-Day will 
be. So D-1 astronaut Ernst Messersch- 
mid, now "a university proféssör,: coun“ 
sels patience, 

His fellow-astronauts Ulf Merbold 
from Getmany and Wubbo Ockels from 
Halland had to 'wait six Şeurs for theit 
maiden mission. 

D-2 was toihayve been launched in 
1988, but the CHEE, disaster 
scrubbed out this timetable. : 

Space shuttle flights are noi now to be 
resumed until February 1988, so major 
scientific missionş can expect between 


conlinully in German history, caull be 
presented without further cercmony 
antong the many eras of German history 
just like thal. Would not the chronologi- 
cal inclusion of the unique national so- 
cialism catasiruphe havr a levelling off 
cffect? he usked. 

He was prompted to ask this question 
in view of the contents and the Imnethods 
uf presentation proposed for the niu- 
scum. 

Na complaints were heard in Bonn 
ahout indoctrinatiun. Tle cuncep! tried 
to keep all forms ol dogma at a distance. 
Ht will concentrate “an varivus views of 
history." 

Christian Meier said that the museunı 
should not try to impart a message, 
something along the lines of a Kantian 
“self-imposed categorical imperative." 

Professor Hagen Schulze from Berlin 
stressed that a view of history was the 
result of complex social processes and 
influences. He said that museums were, 
not there to interpret history. 

There was considerable controversy 
about the question of adopting a plural- 
istic approach, and Meier expressed the 
general doubt that, pluralism could be 
presented if a museum. 

For Hagen Schulze f miiseum was no 
place for controversy over written and 
spoken records. He said: “Objects Can- 
not argue.” 

Werner Knopp saw possible weak- 
nesses in this strength. He feared that a 
pluralistic approach would lead to a loss 
of image and clarity,’ and’ an atbitrary 
approach. 


0 “A dinosaur’ 


Puople involved in museums came Up 


uwthe lighl.ol ._ with objections and suggestions ' that 


were wotth listening tv, 

Gisela Vögler regarded the whole 
scheme us impossible, She suid the re= 
sul would be a “Uoruments and replica 
museum, t git dinosaur,” 

Claus Grlnım from the Buvarian' his» 
toric! museum in Munich said thot vill 
items furrdisplay were nol available, 
The: periud befure 1850 could nol be 
representecl, only by reproductions and 
meclin reports. 

These comments went to the heart of 
the problem-of ostablishing.such a nıu- 
seum, hofore it had acquired a. basic col- 
lection of items for display. 

The German History Museum stands 
or falls on its ability to get together an 
extensive collection of exhibits ean 
to German history. 

This is the way it is putin the concept. 
That is .the. important point, although 
the authors of the concept concede that 
this gap exisls. 9 0 

The museum should bear i in mind a 
man such as Christoph Stölzil of. e City 

on 

With a‘modest budget and in just two 
months he has acquired 80 objects. Ho 
has produced, for example, two FrahicO- 
nian clasps from the 6th century as well 
as a fragment of an ecclesiastical collec- 
tion fram the 10th century. 

He has shown how contemporary his- 
tory is visible in private life. 

Stölzl believes arl is af carsiderable 
importance, He said: “History needs 
art.” Objects of aesthetical value throw 
tight on the political past. Portraiture, 
for instance, displays changes in people. 

‘This costs money, a lot of money ac” 
carding to Stölzl. This ycar be has 
DM250,U0U0 for acquisitions, next year 
üne million, . 

Experts talk of a budget. of DMib0 
million a year.. The politicians have the 


, Museum in Munich. 


WW HERITAGE 


Big objections 
to history 
museum plans 


fannoverfthe Allgemeine 


he German government set up a 16- 

man commission to produce a fea- 
sibility study on the plan to establish an 
historical museum in Berlin last Octob- 
er. 

The commission was chaired by Pro- 
fessor Werner Kropp, president of the 
Prussian ari treasures foundation, 

Many politicians and academics in 
the Federal Republic are worrled about 
government plans for the Berlin mu- 
seum. 

They are uneasy, mistrustful and anx- 
ious of thé “conservative. powars" that 
plan to implant a one-dimensional read- 
ing of history, acceptable to ihemselves. 

More to the point, (he critics are not 
so much worried about the concçpt for 
the museum as about those who are in- 
itiating it. It iş not an academic, but a 
political eritiçisn. 1 

The critics claim that “revisionists” 
have given their services to a conserva- 
tive project. . 

.SPD Bundestag. niember Freimut 
Duve explained: “Onc should distrust 
governments that take On historians as 
advisers." 

The.mus 
day in April. tt Ill e caver {he whole af 
German history “from the beginning lo 
the present day." 1t will show people, as 
Professor Michael Stürmer of tle con” 
mission said, “why we are linked ¥ with 
German history." 

According lo Berlin politival scicnlist 
Richard Lüwenthal he museum should 
take into account 1h nce tv give YOUNA 
people tt total presentaiun ol uur histor 
Ty. 

The canmissian charged with pra” 
ducing the feasibility study has now in- 
Vitel experts t0 û two-day hearing in 
Bonn, inviting them to presen their cri 
ticisms and suggestions for the scheme. 

During the iwo-day conference there 
was only one point on which unanimity 
was expressêd: “THe muüseum will be 
built." But many objections were made 
of the principles behind the project. 

The nıuseumiis regarded as ûn answer 
to the East Berlin Museum in Unter den 
Linden, with a complete reversal of the 
premises on which that museum was es 
tablished. The hasic. idea ilsclf stems 
from "an abstract politiçal intention." 

Gisela Völger of the Rautenstrauch 
Joest Museum in Cologne made this 
point which was untypically polemic in 
what was ın acudemic cunference. 

. The projected muscum was loo arid, 
devoid of a human content and ahstracl 
tor Gisgla Vêlger. lt lacked flair and life. 
Ih short the theoreticians should think 
again. 

Others tuok the vicu that a museum 
such tts hat envisaged helunged to the 
14h century. There was tulk of a cost of 
billions and that the whole project was 
an example of meyalomiania. 

To this wus added that Berlin had 
came down in the world and was now 
only “a fossil of German history." 

Historian Christian Mcicr from Mur 
nich daubtcd that the 12 years of the 
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Hildesheimer, the moralist who 
illuminated the darker side 


Hillesheimmcr was born in Hamburg. 
His Jewish Father was an industrial che- 
mist, 

He went lo the Oldenwuld School, a 
privme establishment thal pioneered 
new cducational kleas, bul he hud to 
emigrate in 1933. From Brilain he went 
to Palestine where he learned to be a 
carpenter. In 1937 he returned to Bri- 
tain and attended art schoul. 

He worked as a stage designer, English 
teacher and as an interpreter at the Nu- 
remberg war crimes trials.From 194% he 
lived and worked beside the Starnberg 
Lake as a graphic artist and painter. He 
suddenly began to write there, 

His first book, Lieblose Legenden; in- 
troduced a new voice into German post- 
war literature. İt did not follow the no- 
future movement that appeared after 
1945 nor the political awareness of the 
early 1950s. 

The satirical fables in this “uniquely 
weird book,” as Walter Jens described 
it, cenîrutl on 1h absurdities of tife, 

Tragi-cumic plays for the radio and 
theatre quickly r made Hildesheimer well ¢ 


would 
rather have been something ol8ê. 
(Photo: Brigitte Fuaculrich) 


Wolfgang Hildesheimer... 


known and the public enjoyed he 


. “fierce logic" of his tales, 


The opening worcls of Vergeblicht 
Aufzeichnungen, published in 192. 
“Nothing strikes me," are the key to the 
whole body of his work. In the long sto" 
ry Tynser, published in 1965 his detach” ° 
ment from lhe world cannot be excelled. i 

In many ways Hilleshcimer followed ١ 
James Joyce, particularly in his use of 
language, but critics did not go along ` 
with his experiments in form, 

His play Maria Sruart (1971) filed. 
Powerlessncss is difficult lo portray of 


` aStage. 


His memoirs Zeiten in Cornwall, ا‎ 1 

his own drawings, demonstrate his L4 
lent for hanging things in the bilunce. 
„ When he was awarded the [üchner 
Prize in 1966 he wis spuken taf a û wr 
ter who developvd uyle. hut he hecamê 
a popular writer ùt the end of the 1970s 
with his Mozart. 

But his anxicty uhout writing before 
he began to wrile incrceived, After tf ' 
success ol Afarbor he concentrated AM 
commentaries. 

Das Ende der Fiktiinen is the purl 
nent title of u cullectinn of his lectur® | 
given over 25 ycars. 

' But his final worl was his puns af i 
jokes directed 1D Max Friseh. The A 
teilung an Mux ends with the statement 
“Everything will fale, dear Max, seein 
and hearing, but first of all laughter.” 
Wolfgang Schirmathe! 


[ his homage to Max Frisch, Mirtci- 
hung an Max ber den Sıund der Dinge 
und auderes, published in 1984, Woll- 
gang Hildesheimer wrote: “Î would 
rather have been something cise." 

He wanted to be a graphic artist nd it 
painter, which is how he started his artistic 
career. His life-long distaste for writing, 
and he was a master of melancholy, 
seemed to have got the better of him. 

He is now 70 and from his home in 
Poschiavo in the Swiss canton of Gris- 
ons, where he has lived since 1957, he 
can look hack on an impressive achieve- 
ment as a writer. 

Beneath his jesters exterior, he has 
been a moralist, who has written plays 
for radio and the theatre, short stories 
and novels that illuminated the darker 
side of life. 

His style was adorned with humour, 
satirical exaggeration and philosophical 
meaning. His heros ate ‘introspective, 
full of self-doubt and a loathing of life. 

They move as if in n !abyrintb, things 
appear to them as curiosities and reality 
is unidentifiable. 

His ' fictional biography Marbut 
(1981) tells the story of Schopenaucr’s 
friend who, contrary to his philosophy 
teacher, ended his life in suicide. 

in his’ novel Masante publishecl in 
1973 Hildesheimer presented the para- 
dox of life as he saw il: Who lives dies i in 
living. 

This parqndox was particularly tru uf 
his Mozart, published in 1977, a rough 


Brn composer's 
life that surprised Mozart experts and 


went on to be a best-seller. 


Thomas Mann ,.. “ÎI wasn't born to 
be a martyr". (Photo: Archives) 


the artistry ¢ of his work with deeply-felt 
experience.” 

Thére was little to suggest the award 
had been made an literary grounds. The 
decision was a political one, 

This is clear from the fact that it was 
not just Mann the author who was being 
honoured but also Mann the writer of. 
the patriotic apologia, Reflections of a 
non-politicul man in October 1918. 

This showed. Mann's conservative, 
anti-democratic views and found a con- 
siderable echo in Bonn’s academic 
world, which included many opponents 
of the Weimar Republic. 

Seventeen years later, when his writ 
ings and lectures showed that he had 
long changed his democratic-ropublican 
views, Mann's relationship with the 
state had fundamentally changed as well 
as the relations between Mann and the 
university that had. 

The Christmas Day news «that was 

Continued on page 11 


Wi LITERATURE 


50 years since 
Thomas Mann 
got the boot 


SüaadeutscneZeirung 


onn University took away Thomas 

Mann's honorary doctorate 50 
years ago when he was in exile in Swit- 
zerlarıd. 

It was a consequence of the Hitler re- 
gime taking away his German citizen- 
ship three weeks before. 1 

Mann rcfers to the episode in his di- 
ary in an cntry on 25 December !936 
and observed: "I almost forgot," He said 
he was considering replying to tlc uni- 
versity. 

This ended the long-standing rela” 
tionship between the German novelist 
and man of letlers and the Unversity of 
Bunn. 

On 2 August 1919, the university 
celebrated its 100th unniversary — a 
year late because of the First World 
War. 

To mark the occasion, the five facult- 
ies awardcd honorary doctorates, The 
philosophy faculty awarded !1, One 
was lo Mann, the only one to a person in 
the aris. 

The cilatiun said Mann was a “most 
gifted ‘writer who, with self-discipline 
and animated by a strong sense of re 
sponsibility, has portrayed our times in 


She founded the Berlin-based Neue 
Gesellschaft ftir Literatur, among others. 
There is no doubt that she served wri- 


` ters well in this country. 


She never withilrew from political 
. Challenges, but always persisted in ex- 
presssing her views in disputes, tire- 


„ lessly defending democratic principles 


and pressing. for emancipntion so thai 
it was possible for people to live lo- 
gether better, 
She did a lot for fringe Broups and 

prisoners. 

' She led an involved life, indeed. She 
had a mind of her own as a writer. She 
was honest, clever and consistent. Her 
work as a writer was evidence of her in- 
volvement with people. 

' Ingeborg Drewitz is dead. The Ger- 


man literary world is the poorer for her 


passing. Helnrich Yormweg 


(Siddeutsche Zeitung, 


Munich, 27 November !9Bh) . 


Ingeborg Drewltz,.. never pulled 


Death ends an 
` author’s 
search for life 


From the outset writing meant for In- 


geborg Drewitz the search for this dual 1 
challenge, a questioning assessment of 


life and an expression of one's experi- 
ences, almost autobiographical in fact. 


Her most important book, the novel ٠ 
Gestern war heute —. hundert Jahre ' 
.Gegêénwart,: waš thie : biography of a. 
woman, Ji told her story against the con” , 
` temporary background of her personal ' 


involvement. 
“The novel Wer verteldigt Katrin Lambert 
tells of a woman who, a5 a welfate worker, 


2 privately "and professionally suppresses 


‘hêr own personality and attractions in her 
preparedness to .(rust people that in fact 

: made people trustworthy again. 
„o her .later..novel, written in diary 


form, Eis auf der. Elbe, she untiringly . 
reflects on the insoluable tensions be- : 
tween the much-longed-for conscious” : 
nëss of onesêlf and the involvement : 


with athers who need help.It is not sut- 
' prising that Ingeborg Drewitz wrole a 


. biography of letter-writer and essayist : 
Bettina.von Arnim and that lectures and : 


essays played an important role in work. 
She not only wrote about self-deter- 


mination and helping others in books : 


, and essays but she was prepared to help 


others and show them the way to self ` 


determination. 


: She was ۾‎ founder and for a long time . 
deputy chairwoman of the national wri- : 


: ters :association:.and vice-president of 


N gist Ingeborg Drewitz has dicû 
in Berlin at the age of 63. 

In her novel OKioberlicht, published in 
1964, she told the story of a.day in the . 
life of a woman in her mid-fortics, di- 
vorced, with two daughters, In the course 
of the day her whole .life passes before 
her with all is cfforıs and challenges, ' 

The woman haš just left hospital after 
an unpleasant operation hat, it, is 
feared, could have consequences. Sle is 
seeking for contact with everyone who 
iş close to her. She looks back on her 
past. She is is looking for a clarily that 
lifc denies.people. 

" She has the helpless feeling that life 
has slipped past..her, She posts: the. 
question, ıhat Ingeborg: Drewitz posed 
in renal life: “Do you know, 1 still want to 
believe that our lives have an aim." 

But the question is no longer relevant. 
for lngeborg. Drewitz is dead. Neverthe” 
lêss everyone .who knew her is aware 
thal up te the very end she tried to give 
menning to her life. The meaning she 
found could be defined as self-determi- 
nation, independence, striving (o govern 
her own destiny. 

She was born in Berlin in 1923. She 
grew up İn the nazi period and survived 
the war under conditions that made her 
reglise early on that she would always 
have to struggle for her aim. ا‎ 

This was made all the more. qifficult 


for her as her daily battle for self-deter- . 
mination, her desire ta command her ' 


own fate, showed her that the ‘battle 
raised a contradictory requirement: to 
hëèlp other people. and not just one's 
neighbour. 


. Ingeborg Drewitz successfully met 
this dual challenge, better.:than any 


ather writer, and nat only the writers of 


her own generation. It characterised her’ : 


work. 


out of a challenge. (Photo: Sven Sinıun) {Munnhctncr Mergen, J December 1%, Continued on page 14 two and.five years’ delay, according to 


Kil Nachrichton. 13 December 1YB6} 


Wesi Germany's P.E.N, club... Third Reich. that represented the end of 
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It only hurts 
when I larf — 
man on wrack 


Pz affects people differently. Some 
can" stand the slightest ache while 
uthers can tolerate extreme pain. 

Psychological research findings show 
that sensitivity to pain depencls on 4 
wide range of personality traits. 

Women are often called the weuker 
sex and are thought by many’ to be less 
alle to stand pain than men, but Munich 
University medical psychologists dis- 
agree. 

Writing in the Berlin medical journal 
Der Internist, Monika Bullinger and her 
Munich associates say that the suppo- 
sedly low pain threshold of women ig an 
illusion. 

This impression is given because 
women are taught not to hide their fcel- 
irigs like men. 

Similarly, people from societies {hu 
frown un showing signs uf pain arc pre= 
pared to stand morc of il {han others 
from ceuntrices wherc.less importince is 
ultached te the stiff uppur lip or whalt- 
cver. 

Americans of Italian extraction, for 
instance, fuel pain to be intolerable ıhut 
trish Americans dismiss as merely ai 
noying. 

Age is another importam factur. The 
alder people are, the less sensitive ta, ar 
even perceptive of, pain they become, 

Tis is partly hecausce lhe hudy's pain 
sensurs grow less sensilive witb ihe 
yenrs and partly because older pcople 
tend to make less of a fuss about {hevir 
complaints. 

Sucial ding alse counls, The up- 
per class specially (he ludies, show 
Breuter sensitivity to puin than ihe low- 
Uf. 


Emotional statcs, charneter tras anf 
states of minl inlluence pain thresholds 
perceptibly. In u shte of high vxvcite- 
meni or panic-sıricken nnxiety people 
tend to ignore pain as t{huugh they were 
anaesthetised, - 


Shocking time 


Slighi nervous tension tends in con- 
trast to nıake people particularly sensi- 
tive to pain, That is why worriers have 
lower resistance than the bold and cou- 
TaBEOUS.: 

The gregarious extrovert is more sen- 
sitive to pain than the inward-looking 
introvert, while depression and pain are 
no less clearly. linked. 0 

Patients under.treatment or pain are 
frequently depressive and about 60 per 
cent of depressive Palents Gomplair: of 
physical pain. 

Chronic pain patients are said by psy- 
chologists to combine hypochondria, 
bouts of depression and a tendency to 
hysteria, 

Conversely, neurotics with their emo- 
tional ups and downs and sense of un- 
certainty have particular difieuly in. 
withstanding pain. 

People particularly well able to with- 
stand pain include those who assess new 
impressions independently: of back- 
ground informalion, relying on ‘their 
own judgement. 

. The same .goes for reducers. They, 
unlike augmenters, Jimit and suppress 

. Continued on page 14 


W RESEARCH 


The humble human snout 
SPIES gas boffins 


has mile gigiıntic strides in recent years 
und been put in industrial use in varinus 
seelurs of process engincering. 

Known gas samples are pumped into 
the test chamber for pattern analysis. 
The electrical data of the various gases 
are stored using a system of coordi- 
nates, computerised and graphically 
linked. 

In this way a differenti graphic pattern 
is drawn up for every gas. 

“All we need to gauge the device," 
Lange says, “is the readings taken by the 
four sensors. We also tell the conıputer 
which gas ii is and in which concentra- 
tion.” 

The gas identified in this manner is 
filed and used for reference in later 
measureınents. 

Differeni concentrations, nieasured 


in parls per million, are recorded and’ 


filed to enable the “electronic nose” to 
arrive at more accurate results. 

Only a few parts per million are 
needed 10 produce computer graphics 
un the monitor seretn. 

Praject scientists have so far ™aughi" 
the "nose" to identify FO substances in 
this way. They include methane, butane, 
etltane, hydrogen tind carbon monoxide, 
plus compounds such us whisky and li- 
qucur, 

They don't yet know how many patlerns 
the computer wil bé abie to distingnish 
between. Linge feels i1 should he able 1c 
recognise dlut 3 differen pulerns, 

After cach "lesson" He test vhansber 
is cleansed using fresh dir anl allowing 
oxygun lo relurit t0 the surface of the 
semiconductors, which arc hen res- 
lured to thcir original state, 

Project stil ate hopin a new stliclum 
chip they have developed will improve the 
syslenı. It combines four sensors. 

They remel solely u hyudlrogenaus 
gases and itvorporate a zuolith, or niin- 
ural filter, with lattice pores that only let 
certain groups of gas molecules 
through. 

This z#eoliih and the palladium? sensor 
surface arc catalysts and separgie hy- 
drogen from other gas molecules. 

The hydrogen is stored in the form of 
dipoles on the palladium, Electric im- 
pulses take the form of dipole’ freld 
sircngths measured and relayed to the 
computer. : 

The advantage of the chip sensor is thal 
the entire device can be mihiaturised. Be- 
sides, Lange sajs, the “electronic nose" 
can be made much more sensitive. “There 
are already 100 zeuliths that, preselect 
substances in different ways.” 

Olfactory. patterns havç been com” . 
mitted lo the computer's memory for 
whisky and liqueurs, but it has yet {o 
learn how to distinguish between other 
compounds, : 

Project scientists are convinced, how- 
ever, that the “nose” will learn how to 
do so and prove suitable [or practical 
work in monitoring air in (unnels or in 
the chemical industry. 

Industrial inquiries have so far been 
made by the mining industry and by a 
vinegar manufacturer, 

A portable, version of the "electronic 
nose" is now being developed. A palm- 
sized mini-monitor has also been de- 
vised and can be sloıted into the chassis 


without diMicalty; Andreas. Beuthner 
(Sddeutsehe Zeitung; 
Munich; 8 Derember 1986) 
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this natural technique, building a device 
the sizê of a suitcase connccled to a 
small computer und a monitor screen. 

The computer canlrnls measure- 
ments and readings, while findings are 
illustrated an the monitor screen using 
computer graphics. 

The smell is “nosed out" in û glass cy- 
linder containing four commercially 
available semiconductor gas sensors. 
Test substances are distributed evenly 
round the test chamber by a small fan. 

Combustible gases extract oxygen 
from the semiconductors’ metal oxide 
stratum, specifically changing their cor- 
ductivity, 

These changes, differing fron one 
sensor to the nexL, are electrically nıea- 
sured and relayed ı0 thé cumputer in 
signal form. 

The next step the “electronic nose” 
had io be taught was to distinguish be- 
twecn gas signals by characteristic and 
concentrittion using computer-aided 
pattern recognition techniques. 

Readings are conıpared with signal 
patterns “on file,” allowing inferences to 
be drawn as to the naturv uf the olfacta- 
ry xcenariu. 

Design recognition scenario auulysis 


GT gus sensors are the 
salient features of an “elecirunie 
nose" designed tnd buill at Munich 
University of Technology, 

Staff af the department of clectronic 
engineering have spent two years dleve- 
loping the device. 

It is purl of a sensory rescarch prujecl 
al several depurlments of the Munich 
university and the Bundeswehr Uni- 
versity in nearby Neubiberg. 

Scientists have (ried for some lime ta 
simulate the amazing performance of 
the human senses hy means of compu 
ter-ajded sensors. 

Progress in attomalic fecagnition of 
speeclı and image patterns nade project 
staff decide to experiment wilh gas seıi- 
çurs in a bid to simulate the sense of 
smell in addition to !huse of speech and 
vision. 

The aim was to devise inexpensive 
gas analysis equipment as a substitute 
for complex, costly gas chromatogra- 
phy. 

The difficulty has so far been the in- 
accuracy of sensar-registered ulfactory 
duta. As project director Eckhard 
Lange puts it: 

"Semiconductor gas sensors currently 
uvailable “are: not selective enough for 
many uses. They don't only react to the 
substance to be identified. Rescarch has 
failed so far to develop sufficiently se- 
fective gas sensors,” 

Munich electronics research scien- 
lists decided to simulate the workings of 
the human nose in a bid to achieve this 
restlt by a new approach. 

The nose relays a wide range of olfac- 
tory signals to the brain, where distinc” 
tions are drawn by association and sig- 
nals pigeonholed ont the basis of experi 
cence. 

The Munich research team copied 
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keenly inlerested the Rhineland-Pala- 
tinate and triggered local authority in- 
lerest in ollier parts af Gurmuny too. 

Tweuty-one local aulhoritics repre 
senting 20,000 consumers have made 
inquiries ta (heir waler hourds, Obersil- 
zen is Ihe first to have inaugurated a 
roul-bed sewage 1Ircalment facility, 
work having begun in mid-October bax 
year. 

‘The go-ahead lias been given to Tall- 
ing, u village on the Moselle, also int the 
Rhineland-Pulatinale. 

Rhinelurd-Palatinate Environınen 
Minister Professor Tûpfer arrived {ur 
the Obersülzen opening ceremony by 
couch and horses. 

Mayor Stautfer-Starz suid lacal pea- - 
ple keenly supported the project. Local , 
clubs and associations dunated an oak 
tree to mark the occasion. 


Mayor Beyer of the next-largest local 
authority said the technique was still 
controversial but pilot projects enjoyed 
financial backing. The implication was 
that the Rhineland-Palatinate shared re- 
sponsibility for the scherne. 

Professor Töpfer, sampling ihe buffet | 
laid on hy the loci women's institute, ' 
said from experience thal bright child 
ren had no lack of parents whereas dull 


ar difficult children frequently [ound ¢ 


themselves orphaned. 

It is now up to micro-organisnts to 1 
sink {heir micrabial teeth {ute the se- ' 
wage. Professor Têpfer's reputation | 
may well take u tumble if they fail lo 
have heulthy appctiles. 

Eckhart Kaunit 
(Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeiiung 
für Deutvchland, LI December 1%86) 


¥ THE ENVIRONMENT 


Artificial reed bed brings town’s sewage 
treatment out of the Middle Ages 


souncls more like û t{hrowbick Irom the 
Middle Ages to the Old Testment — 
remember Moses? — than the last worl 
in ecology. 

But the lining of the reed-beds en- 
sures that effluent cannot simply seep 
into the ground waler, as il still docs 
from sewage farms in Berlin, for in- 
siance, 

It is claimed to be mare effective than 
conventional methods, but it doesn’t 
seem to be less expensive. 

It requires the same amount of sur- 
face area. as unaerated pools and costs 
no less to construct than cesspools or 
convehtional sewage farms. 

Initial outlay could be higher if the 
soil requires extra insulation. Running 
costs could be higher if feeder drains 
need frequent cleaning and regular gar- 
dening care is required. 

Critics have also warned that lonug- 
term consequences are unknown and 
that design features show signs of nut 
having been thought out to the last de- 
tail. 

Even the arrangement in which reeds 
ure to be planted is sail not to be in 
keeping with generally acknowledged 
rules. 

Yet the Kassel University teacher 
whose brainchild the syslem is hus 


The sewage pours downhill over the 
acre of reeds, planted in two feet of soil 
with a natural clay puddle lining. 

{ts contents are biodegraded, com- 
pounded, denitrified and released into 
the atmosphere or absorbed by the 
roots of the plants. 

Harmful substances are digested by 
microflora in the plants’ roots and de- 
graded by chemical and physical means. 

The reed-bed sewage treatment sys- 
tem for Obersiilzen's 400 people is 
costing over DM5m, including the se- 
wage mains and technical equipment. 

The facility just inaugurated incorp0- 
rates Iwo cesspools, one of which wil] be 
used to purify sewage in the convention- 
al manner until the reed-beds are fully 
operational, wlıich wil nat be for three 
years. 

The poal will be aerated to keep bac- 
teria alive that purify the contenis. 
Pumps are also needed to feed the cfflul- 
ent to the reed-beds, which double as a 
useful. nature reserve in an area where 
few unspoilt wetlands are left, 

The new technique, bulrushes and all, 


Pyrolysis at controlled lemperatures 
enables the recyclinp process to be ' 
geuretl lo producer a maximuni quantily 
of light oil and bitumen oil {bolling ùt : 
roughly GUO" C, ar sa it seems), 

- light oil is a particularly viılualle 
raw maleritl from which lo recycle ils 
high proporlion of expensive, high 
grande aromatic hydrvcarbons. 

The same is 1rue of recycled synthet’ 
ic waste al the Munich pilot plant, the 
oil count of which is used by the chet 
ienl industry as a substitute for ircrea- 
singly scarce coking bitumen. 

Pyrolysis at high lemperalures re- 
quires a high energy input lo crack the 
organic molecules. 

But the gas that is a by-product of 
pyrolysis, increasing in yuanlily the 


a source of energy. 


higher the temperalıutre, cun be used 4s ٣ 


The waste that remains after pyrolj" 
sis can probably. be incinerated {ou de 
spite its high mineral count. 

' Laboratory trials' have yeı to show 
how cconamic lurge-scale production 
might he, hut pyrolysis can be sure to 
prove economic once sludge disposal 
presents serious envircnmental prob” 
lems. 

The pollution hazard cannot be 
quantified. Disposal will he essential 
and any process that yields useful bY” 
products Will he welcomed. 

Cunverting sewage vludge into light 
oil, bitumen oil, coke and gat is it text 
bouk example uf recycling environ 
menlally hazarduus waste. 

The Hamburg technique could re” 
fine about halî a million tonnes of vil 3 
year from the Federal Repuhliç of Ger 
many's annual oulput of sewafê 
sludge. Dumping 1h¢ witste left afte 
pyrolysis would take up only on€ teath 
of the space neexled to sture {he origin” 


al sludge. Itarald Steinert 
{Hanaovecche Allgetacine, 12 Dexemher 198%) 


Technique claimed to recycle 
. chemicals from sludge 


mixture of organic substances consist 
ing lo a large exten of protein arl fat. 

- A raw malorial similar to the sedi- 
ment' on which: petroleum is :based, 
sludge can be'classifiled as a sediment 
including 75 to 80 per cent of organic 
matler. 

Pyrolysis is comparable with the way 
peıroleum takes shape in nature. Organ- 
je sediment is transformed into petro- 
leum deposits by three factors: heat, 
pressure and time... 

Each of these three fsctors can be in- 
tensified to accelerate the process, and 
intensified to such an extent that the 
other two pale in significance. 

In Hamburg heat — temperatures of 
between 400" and 850° C — converts 
sludge into oil in seconds. No pressure 
is required. 

The products are basically the same 
as in natural petroleum formation: gases 
such.-as carbon monoxide, carbon Jiox- 
ide, methane and others and a mixture 
of chain- or ring-shaped — aromatic — 
hydrocarbons with a high count of so far 
unidentified organic compounds. 

Shudge pyrolysis produces at higher 
temperatures aromatic hydrocarbons 
such as benzole or toluol in increasing 
amounts. 

This is particularly striking when 
sludge is fractionally distilled by being 
left to bubble at between50° and 120° C. 

Sludge that has undergone pyrolysis 
at 850° C is found to containabout six 
times as much aromatic oil as sludge 
heated to 400° C. 

This oil distilled at a higher tempera- 
ture also includes higher quantities of 
hydrocarbons containing alien aloms 
such as nitrogen. 


ewage sludge, 50 million cubic me- 

Ires or 2.2 million tonnes of dry 
matter a year with a high count of heavy 
metal, is a growing problem İn an in- 
creasingly pollution-conscious country. 

Hamburg Universily research che” 
mists have devised an interesting new 
disposal technique, pyrolysis, to recycle 
valuable chemicals, including oil. 

Sludge disposal is increasingly prob- 
lematic. Limits have been set to agricul 
tural use by April 1983 regulations. 
Sludge can" be used as fertiliser even 
though much farmland has soil less fer- 
tile for being low in heavy metals. 

In coastal areas sludge has long been 
dumped in thé North Sea or the Baltic, 
but that too is rio longer felt to be advis- 
able. 

Incineratior:to reduce the sheer vo- 
lume qf the problem is too expensive 
and creates further problems because. of 
sulphur dioxide and heavy metal static 
emission. 

. Hamburg . University department of 
anorganic and applied chemistry has 
developed a technique by which, if 
claims, valuable chemicals such as light 
oil and bitumen oil, including arqmatic 
hydracarbons, can be recycled. 

SIudge is dried, pelletised and heated 
in a turbulence chamber, Professor W. 
Kaminsky and his staff have used the 
same technique, pyrolysis, to recycle 
waste plastic. 

A plastic pilot project is under con- 
structlon in Munich, where it will han- 
dle between 6,000 and 7,000 tonnes of 
assorted . household plastic and 
shredded synthetic carpet waste,. .. 

Sewage sludge after pyrolysis, either 
fresh. or treated in a septic tank, is a 


bersülzen, population 400, in the 

Rhineland-Palatinate, has made a 
great leap forward in sewage dispasal 
Irom the Middle Ages to the latest in 
eco-technology. 

In switching from open sewers and 
natural fertiliser to reed-bed fillration, 
Obersülzen . has Ieapfrogged conven- 
ilonal michanical, biological and chem- 
ical lechniques. 

It has donc so partly because the alt- 
ernatives were too expensive for ù tiny 
village. Keen interest has heen shown hy 
other local authorities. 

Engineers have devised inerensingly 
complicated techniques of domestic and 
industrinl sewage treatment and dispo- 
sal. But basically there are ihree ap- 
proaches. 

Mechanical techniques include filters 
and sewage farms. Septic or sludge di- 
gestion tanks arc biological in approach. 
Chemical purification is self-explanato- 


The aim in all cases is to prevent un- 
Ireated şewagc from polluting rivers and 
waterways and to ensure that seepage 
does not pollute ground water. 

Even cities the size of Saarbrücken, 
population several hundred thousand, 
still lack efficient sewage treatment faci- 
lities, while the bacteria ,tIhat digesi 
sludge at the gigantic BASF sewage 
ireatmertt, plant near Frankenthal aren't 
entirely to be Telléd oni. , 

When the mighly microbe “catches 
cold” the sewage specialists are caught 
on the hop. For all their know-how 
ihere is nothing they can do but look an 
until the sysiem is back in working or- 
der. 

But apart Irom breakdowns and their 
repercussions {he use of modern tech” 
nology has greatly improved the bill of 
healih of Germany's largest natural se- 
whge disposal system, the Rhine, Qver 
the past decade. 

This is a point on which Joschka 
Fischer, the Green Environment Minis- 
ter of Hesse, and Klaus Tüöpfer, the 
Christian Democratic Environment 
Minister of the neighbouring Rlıine- 
land-Palatinate, are agreed regardless of 
any other differences, party-political or 
regional, they may have. 

Obersülzen haš disposed of its se- 
wage without recourse to technology of 
any kind in.the.past. Sewage and drai- 
nage differed little.from what they hed 
been in the Middle Ages. 

Domestic kitchen waste was swilled 
alorig ‘open drains, leaving a telltale 
track of what’ families ` had eaten for 
hinch. 

The contents of houscholcl cesspits 
were spread ~ one way or another — a5 
fertiliser. 

Connecting the village to the sewage 
system of the nearest village, two miles 
away, would have cost a small fortune. 
But Obersilzen. was ready for change, 
and the great leap forward ا‎ now ee 
taken, - 

Technology — adapted technology: 
eco-technology rather than convention- 
al.bio-techniques — hns been tailored to 
suit.the needs of a small community, . 

Obersiülzen has opted for a pilot pro- 
ject devised'by a Kassel university İec- 
turer for the Rhineland-Palatinate, Its 
sewage is te be treated biologically, not 
in septic tankg but in artificial reed» 
beds: 3,600 square metres (one acre) of 
reeds, sedge and bulrushes. 
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German Muslims at home ... punctlllous and devout. 
{Phuto: Alfred Koch) 


religion. He neither disputes them nor 
trivialises them. 

“There arc excesses İn some lslamic 
countries that arc repulsive, bul most 
of them have nothing to do with Islan." 
He has grown accustomed lo hcing 
held responsibld: for everything, 
“whether its the oil price or Koran 
schuols, whether its flourishing cor- 
ruption or a thief who has had his hand 
cut olf." 

Fatima Grimm is asked quite differ- 
ent questions, such as how could she, 
of all people, enter o religion, rulel by 
ayutollahs and mullahs, that is se anti- 
women? 

“A hav neve felt myself i0 be under 
pressure," she said, She vofuntarily 
obeys hcr husband, She said that shu 
wis well iware tht in Christian marri- 
uges Ihere were other forms of comin 
ance, even lyrany. 

She concedes Iliıt there is a world of 
differencv in being a wile aceording to 
the Koran here than somewhere in 
iran. 

Futima Cirimm does nol wear {he 
veil in Llammburg, bul she does weur the 
head scarf and the sleeves of her 
blouse or jersey reach to hêr wrists. 

“Darling, are we fundamenialisis?" 
she asks her husband, a seaman who 
has resident statuşg in this country. He 
was converted to Islam “somewhere in 
Africa" 3Û years ago. 

He nodded and shc spontancously 
continued: “We prefer to be all-roun- 
ders, not crotchety and with blinkers." 

Unlike Mosque secretary Buben- 
heim, who is concerncd with the pure 
cultural elcments of Islam, “without 
the errors committed in somc Arab 
states,” the Grimms look fur a German 
` way to follow the faith. 

“We do not want to pretend we are 
' in the Middle East, but live here with- 
` out 'the quicks, that do’ not suit us, but 
without suffendering anything." 

The Griîim's home is not luxurious 


‘nor spartan. The day's routine is punc- 
tualed five timeş with prayers. , 


There is no doubt that German ad- 
herents of Islam arc more punctilious 
iq:thêir religious observance than for- 
eijners here who are Mohammedans. 

Abdullah ‘Frank Bubenheim said: 
. “There is a grent difference whether 
one is born into ‘the religion or accept- 
ed it from belief." He stroked his beard 
and looked at his digital watch. Soon 
; the muezzin, would call the faithful to 
| mid-day prayers. Harald Biskup 

(Kölner Stadi-Anzèiger, 
Cologne, 9 December 1986) 


Most of the ever-increasing number 
of Germans who accept I$lamı are marri- 
ed to a foreigner of tlie same faith. . 

Asiye Köhler is Turkish. She graduat- 
ed in German studies and now teaches 
Turkish children in Cologne. 

Her daughter Bilgehan and son Oguz- 
han will both take the university en- 
trance examination carly next year. 
They are her children hy her first marri- 
age. 

Köhler, who studied geu-physics, 
wears a suit and waist-coal in (he West- 
crn style in his Cologne office. At home 
he slips into a more comfortable caflan. 

Step-daughter Bilgehan, 19, poured 
tea andl then scHod down cross-legaccl 
ıl the table. “Do you know," Köhler 
sid, “we German Mohunmedans ute 
somuthing vxotit." 

Cienerally he was reserved but for a 
mamenl he became excilecl iùml his 
voice hecame loucler. “You cin bv wha) 
you like here, punker, iu fellow of Bhag- 
wun, 1 Conmunisi or wll you Will, but 
when i1 comes to lslnm lhe Clermuurs 
don't want lo kvw.” 

Docs this mean they have ù crusacler 
mentality! Lie his not often encoun 
terecl open hostillty, but frequently. con- 
ceuled averslon and, particularly 0 lnck 
of understanding. 

“People only sec ‘the prohibitions of 
Jsianı and think back (o the Middle 
Ages," he said, adding that the limit- 
atioris Islam applied ‘to him "could be 
counted onı (wo.hands."The fact that he 
does not eat pork or drink alcohol has 
done the founds. At Chats over a meal if 
the canteen his colleagues arc only in- 

terested in the darker sides of, Kûhler's 


Ww SOCIETY 


Muslim converts set out to 
find the path to Allah 


Silner GtadtIInseiger 


had problems with the belief in the 
Trinity.” This is rejected by Islam. 

"Jslam has liberated God from ancilli- 
ary ideas, given to him by Christianity, 
and that appealed to me. Primarily ls- 
lam and its order of priorilies fascinated 
me intellectually, But ! was not just in- 
terested in Islam from a cullural view- 
point. ! wanted to be a practicing Mo- 
hammedan,”" he said. 

Many of Köhler's fellow believers 
have gone along diverse paths to arrive 


at faith, some have meditated under In-’ 


dian masters or sought fulfilment in 
therapy centres, before they found the 
“true way." 

Falma Grimm, 52, now living in 
Hamburg, is a good example. Her father 
was Himmler's adjutant, Adolf Wolff. 
She was baptised in the Protestant reli- 
gion and then after 1933 went along 
with the pseudo religion of national so- 
cialism. 

After the war she joined the Jeho- 
vah's Witnesscs and went from door to 
door seeking to convert people. 

At 21 she entered the Catholic 
Church to please her fiancé, but the en” 
ngement broke up. 

Eventually she got 10 know a CZceh 


„.who was, a Muslim. Shortly after her 


marriage to him she was converted to 
the Mohamınedan faith. She was 26. 

She sail: "I did not have the [eeling 
tht i hud giveu anything up, hut that Û 
hid gained something." 

Her husband suddenly decided to 
move to Pakistan because, he said, only 
in Islamjç .şurroundings could they rer 
muin true (O the faith. She was (lelighted 
andl went along with lim. 

But Allah's ways ure impenetrable, 
She went deeper and deeper into the 
new religiun and the customs uf the 
country. She fell so confident that she 
wore the veil, But her husband was 
drawn back to Western civilisation and 
longed for “life's little pick-me-up,” 
meaning alcohol, that is strictly prohir 
bited in Islam. 

Two years later they returned tq Ba- 
varia, and Fatima Grimm re»married,. a 


` German Mohammedan. 


Being willing and able to talk is in his 
view a sine qua non of peace at home 
and abroad, lhe cause that has been his 
life's work. 

He has made the disarmament com- 
missioner’'s work a means by which the 
government can perform security policy 
tasks, He was first to serve as commis- 
sioner and he has made the job what it is. 

Bonn policy objectives achieved Jur- 
ing his term in office have included Na- 
to Europeans’ growing opportunities of 
influencing US-Sovlert relations and the 
incorporation of Washington in 1 the وا‎ 
sinki process. : 

He inaugurated consultations with East 
Bloc countries and now plans to enlist 
support at the UN for confidence-buiiding 
measures in parts of the world that don't 
onom to the pattern of East-West ties. 

: . , Claus Gennrich 
(Fraakfuner Aligemeino Zaiturig 


für Deutschland, 9 December 1986) 


Continued from paga 4: 


` age of, 20 in „1947. Teachers were Ini 
ı HSEOE™. 


short: sûpply. ‘For a year ho taught every 
subject in a village school, serving as his 


. own hendmasler. He took his education 
„ diploma later. 


Ho went on lo study i in Amêricê, tak- 
ing his PhD in: Heidelberg, Joining the 
foreign service, he worked at the embas- 
sies in Moscow and Washington before 
rfelurning to Bon? and the disarmament 
department i in 1966. 

He stayed at the Forèiğn Office, apart 
from a spell at the Chancellor's. Office 
and the Nato Defence College in Rome, 
and was appointed commissioner ' for 
disarmament and atms control in 1977, 

Yel he remained; in his heart of hearts, 
a teacher. He delivered lectures, espe- 


, cinlly during the Nato missile deploy 


ment dispute, putting to good use his 
wife's . experience: leaching . senior .stu- 
dents at a Bad Godesberg high school. 


Former world heavyweight boxing 
champion Cassius Clay, alias Mu- 
hanımed Alî, and British pop singer Cut 
Stevens are well-known converts to Is- 
lam. Its strict doctrine has exercised A 
strong attraction on Gerntan intcllec(u- 
als disappointed with Christianity. 
About 1wo thousand West Germans 
have been converted to Islam, There are 
1.7 million Muslims in West Germany. 
mainly Turks, Harald Biskup, of the 
Kölner Stadı-Anzelger, describes how 
German Muslims live in a modern so- 
ciety. 


he muczzin has twice called out “Al- 

lau akkbar" (Allah is great) 
through the stairwell of a building in 
Aachen. 

Slowly the prayer room of the Bilal 
Mosquc fills up with a dozen or. so 
young men, most of them students from 
various Arab countries, who have hurri- 
ed therè between lectures tv say their 
midday prayer. 

They stand in rows before the prayer 
wall. They Inok towards Mecca — a 
niche in the wall indicates the direction. 

When the small crowd have finished 
their devotions and left a young man re- 
mains in the prayer room. He stands up 
and makes his way through the group of 
Arabs who are chatting t0 one another. 
`: Abdullah Frank Buberhecim, ûs le is 
known since he was converted to Islam, 


.„_ İs secretary of the Anchen. Mosque, , ., 
Children call after him “Khomeini. 


He is û pensive man. He is often taken 
fur u foreigner, he siuidl smiling, which he 
accepts with composure. He took on an 
Oriental look when he went to the holy 
city of Mediu in Saueli Arubin for a few 
mouths in 1974, 

Abdullah Frank bus heen a Muslin 
for 13 years. Religion nover played an 
important role in his home, [le was bap- 
tised in the Protestant church, but his 
Parents did not insist that he should be 
confirmed and at 19 he left lhe church. . 

He was interested in parapsychology 
and other supernatural phenomena. He 
was captivated by the Middle East from 
the time he read Karl May's book of 
Middic East adventures Kara Ben Nem- 
Si. 

He touk up Middle East studies. But 


it was some time before he found his 


way to Islam. 

In his search for faith Frank came in 
contact with the young peopiewho werê’ 
members of the Hare-Krishna cul, in 
Munich. 

Sometime along: :thê «ihe. 9: 
nised that he was unconsciously ving 


almost like a Muslim,. Jong. before: ‘he ' 


formally accepted Islam. 

The amusements of this world did not 
mean much to him, He found “inner di- 
rection” from studying the Koran with 
its prayers and its rules for fasting. 


,„ . Axel Ayyub Köhler, 43, is a lecturer 


on.ênvironmental problems at (he Ger”. 
man, Economiés Instiiute in Cologne. 
He says that he was attracted to slam 
when, in the 1960s, he took part in Frir 
duy prayers with Acab students in a 


‘room next tw the Cologne Univérsity’ 


mensa. He joined them in saying their 
creed. 

: He said: “Without wanting tû do so 
my parents showed me the way to Is- 
lim.”He came from a religious Protos 
tant family in Pommerania, “but we all 
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Female census 
workers want 
bodyguards 


Plans for a census fell through three 
years ngo nfter mecting with widespreud 
protest, A court upheld an uppeal 
ugainst it and (he iden was shelved, Now 
an amended census is to be curried ont 
next May. Iu Germany, stnle employees 
are obliged to acl as census enumera- 
tors if required. They are supported by 
volunteers who are paid small amounts. 


omen census enUumMcrittors € | 
worried about their safely when ı 
they go into action next May. 1 

Suggestions from some quarlers that 
they should be sent with protecting es- 
corts have run into a tangled problem of 
who would pay. 8 

The main fear is sexual assault. One 
enumerator sail: “When We go into a 
house and the door shuts behind us, |} 
anything can happen." 1 

Equal opportunities officials in the | 
Land ol North Rhine-Westphalia note 
widespread fear amvng both stute-em- 
ployed women who would he used as 
purt of their duly and volunteer workers. 

fn Moers, in Lower Saxony, it has 
been suggested that escorts he used. Su 
sanne Hein, head of He equal oppor i 
nities centre, calculates that 410) women | 
enumerators would be needed in the 
town. That would mean an cqual nme 
ber uf escorts. 

The own council fvurs thal this 
would add 500,000 marks te the al 
ready high cost vf the census. 

But Frau Hein says thal Ihe Ivar of 
sexual Assault is rel ud the point hus 
becn ralsed so a soluttaorr can he wourkud 
out. Women could, for example, be senl 
out in pairs. 

In Leverkusen, equal oppurtunltivs 
authority official Dagmar Selilapeil 
Beck recognises the problem. She snys 
that 3 first, voluntary wot kets would he 
used. 

The authority cstimites that about i 
500 state employes would be used. His 
not clcar low many would be women. 

Frau Scehlapeit-Bcek, however, cuun- 
ters by saying it is absolutely irrelevuni 
if women enumerutors are stile employ” 
ees or volunteers, Women ire wonltn, 
she says. 

In certain “socially explosive" parts 
of Durtımund women wuuld he sent im 
pairs, according to û spokesinan for MU" i 
nicipal employees, Erwin Kleinschmidt. : 
About 3,000 enunmıerators woulkl De ' 
needed, includin, several hundred vo” . 
luntcers whe would be pakl small : 
amounts. 

But the issue is becoming entwined in 
u ducking-and-diving exercise Over cust. 

Urban and nmıunicipal authorities 
askcd the federal government in Bonn if 
il would pay e cxtrt cost. No, sai 
Bonn. Isa matter for the Ldnder. 

But the North Rhinc- Westphalia gov” 
erument says it iı nothing {0 o with il. 
The census is a Bonn matter. Svereliry i 
of Sıate lise Ridder-Melchers, who is ا‎ 
responsible for cequul upportuniles 
Mallers, was idvised t0 piss the (UES. 
tion of costs on to the Bunn Interio: 
Ministry and the Chancellor's office. j 

Equal opportuuities officials in Me ° 
municipalities siy money shouldn't’ 
come into it. Safety iS safety. In any 
case, says Frau Schlapeit-Beck, il 
wouldn't be too expensive at all if stale 
, employees were used as CxcOrts. 

Andreas Rehnol ° 
(Sluttgaricr Nacvhinliten, 12 Dvcembci 19K) 


Btuntwoman. 
(Photo: Private) 


pares intensively and goes through the 
projected act with a toothcomb first. 

She says the qualities needed are 
pluck, aptitude und timing. When she 
wus only three, she used to watch her 
mother, an actress and artiste, do gyni- 
nãstict anid then tty and imitate her. 

At the age of six, she had her own 
stage show. "1 needed to be able to do 
something different from other people." 

She appeared at variety clubs and at 
officers messes, put her head through 
her legs and, looking at the audience, 
and played on a small accordion. 

Her mother looked ufter her and 
uiitde sure she Kept up with schovlwork. 
She went on tour through Europe, and 
that is how she pickëd üp flucncy in Hal- 
ian, French nnd Spanish. She had al- 
ready picked up English in Australian, 
where she wenl with her mother before 
her first birthday just after her fuher 
did. 

She returned to the cily of her birth, 
Berlin, 14 ycars later and a few ycars ûl 
terwarels, met her husband. 

Bur the marriage broke up just û year 
after her daughter, Katja, was born. 
“Since then, I have felt like a spinster." 

How long will she work us a stun” 
twoman! “Î haven't got il all worked 
out. 1 don" think about getting too old 
for the job. The only thing that makes 
me feel my age İs my daughter. She's 
growing up” 

And so in the meantime, everything 
goes on as usual: daily training with 
handstands, the splits and on the 
weights — ready for the next clash with 


acar, Luten Leinhos 


(Der Tagesspiegel, Berlin, 14 December 19%6) 


When the irresistible force meets the immovable object... 
Evelyne In actlon 


ence — continuing to get hit by cars. The 
stunt lady, who won't say how old she is, 
lives with her mother and daughter in 
Berlin. She says she is the only all-round 
stuntwoman in the cauntry. 

Her most inıportant film was Gruppen- 
bild nit Dame, in 1977 in which she dou- 
bled for Romy Schneider. Among other 
things she had to run bciwcen blazing 
houses in a war scene. 

Five years later she guve Rainer Werner 
Fassbinder lessons on how to beat up peo- 
ple in Kamikaze [989, She showed him 
how he shouldn't simply strike out wildly, 
it had,to louk dangerous but not hurt. 

So why did she start i (he business? 
“It's R A Stemmle's fault,” shr says. At 
ihe beginning of the 1970s, the director 
wanted a woman for an action role iıı û 
television series, She was hired. 

Until that stage, although she had 
trained as an actress, she wus not well 
known to the film-going public. 

Her task in the television series was tO 
get carriel nlong on the bonnet of n swiftly 
accelerating car hefore being (hrown cleiur. 

İi succveded al the third attempt, tit 
Press got hold of the story, and from then 
on she got constant offers, Her image stui- 
denly changed from sexy tu being tough. 

How had her colleagues reucted when 
she began? “At. first they didn't take nıe 

seriously, 1 was only accepted after i had 
worked with them for half û year." And 
then she started getting offers lo play 
slightly built men, for whom the ştunimen 
were too heavily built. 

Shei is ready lo do anything except the 
a act, but says she isn't reck- 

ess, 

"J'm not afraid, bu I think a lot about 

what 1 do, nd I'm very careful.” She pre- 


BW HORIZONS 


Stuntwoman 
takes it on 
the chin 


` DER TAGES SPIEGEL 


hen stuntwaomen werê needed in 
` Germany, men used to dress Up as 
women. Thal changed at the begining of 
the 1970s whèn Evelyne Gutkind-Bie- 
nert came on the scene. She even doubles 
for slightly huilt men. 

‘She is the daughter of an actress and 
artîst who dict gymnastics, She galncd early 
experience as a child performer and spent 
several nf her formative years in the land 
of the Grcat Outdoors, Australia. 

The only stunt she draws (he line al is 
going İnto water in a car, But otherwise, 
nathing. 

Sometimes things do go wrong, Thete 
are’ problems with cars, because, she 
says, JOU have to rêly on other people. 
On one occasion, she played a road acci- 
deni victim, but the car drove faster 1han' 
had been agreed. 

It caught Frau Gutkind-Bienert and 
threw her in an arc ön to the footpath. The 
result: loose teeth, cut chin and concus- 
slon. But, the important thing: "The scene 
was great, and naturally it stayed in." 

She wanted to give it up at that stage, 
at least'the' stunts involving cars. But that 
was 13 years ago and she is still falling, 
down stairs, clambering to great heights 
on' buildings, and ~ in spite of experi- 
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last word ãs 1o whether what is hoped 
for-can be (ranslatedl into reality. 

Michael Stürmer has estinıatcd that 
the building of the new museum would 
be as expensive as Fitting it’ out and 
would take'a generation to complete. 

The government has estimated that 
for a museum of 23,000 square metres 
of floor space DM250 million would be 
required. The commision believes that 
35.000 square meres o floor space 
would be needed. : 

The foundation stone for the new mu- 
seum is scheduled to be laid next year, 
the 750th anniversary of the founding of 
Berlin, possibly opposite the Relchstag. 
Some o Ihat this will happen: 

“i Dietmar Kanthak - 
(annovorsehe Allgemeine, 12 Decenbor 1986) 


this is a mixed blessing. They may not 
own up to pain as readily as others who 
are readier to stick to the truth but they 
run a risk of disregarding physical warn- 
ings and going without, say, essential 
medical treatment. 


There-arc also signs that.their high en- 


dorphin ;level], envlable .though it may. 


seem, encourages timour growth. Self- 
knowledge would’ thus seer lo be the 
first step to recovery, 

Further Munich tests showed how 
strongly intellectual processes can influ- 
ence the perception of pain. 

Volunteers submitted to pain with 
much greater equanimity when they had 
clear advance ideas on how serious it 
would be, when it would occur and what 
physical results ii would have. 

Rolf Degen 
2 (Süddeutsche Zeitung, 
E . Munich, 15 December 1986} 


They are nécompaniéd by a higher lé le-. 


ying intensity i the arm. They were 
asked to tell testers when the shock was 
percêptible. when {tf grew unpleasant, 
when it beéame painful and: when it was 
unbearable, ''' 

Honest Johis ind hypocrites both per-' 
ceived pain at the same level but the lat- 
ter withstood shocks twice'as strong be- 
fore admitting they were ‘uppleasant, 
painful or utbearable, 


Sensory pérception 1 thüùs pûrely phy- , 


siological and has nothing 10 o with the 


emotions, whereas emdtignal assêssment 


of pain depends latgely on personality. 


Scientists say notorious, Self-deluders 
aré so tough becaise ‘their illuslons; hy-, 
potrisy and teridency fo look’ ön the’ 


bright side have’ a narcotic ‘effect, 


vel of endorphins; or opiates in the body, 
" out painkillerand pleasure molecules. 
For people who kid: themselves a lot 
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stimuli over and above 4 certain level. 
The truth can hurt. This popular axiom is 
scientifically ‘corroborated by the paine' 
resistance: of people who Prefer: DOt اا‎ 
look facts in the face, 

‘People who can be said to come in 1 this 
category: are ` capable of withstanding 
much greater pain than people io tend ' 
to be honest. 


American. research :scientists are re- 


ported in an article in Psychologie. heute : 
to have.made voluntcers answer a e e. 
terior" questionnaire, e 
Questions! asked “lincluded do: yûu 
sometimes ‘talk about. 1bings you know 


nothing about?" and. wère designed -to ‘ 
show how.far ‘they tended to delude theme : 
selves or to want to create a.good impres-’: 


sion even at the expense of. the truth, 
Volunteers’ı were’ ithen given electric’ 
shock treatment: harmless-shockê of var- 


